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I. Introduction 
 
 
 Region IX, also known as the Zamboanga Peninsula, consists of three (3) provinces- 
Provinces of Zamboanga del Norte, Zamboanga Sibugay and Zamboanga del Sur, one (1) highly 
urbanized city- Zamboanga City, and four (4) component cities- Cities of Isabela, Dapitan, Dipolog 
and Pagadian. 
 
 
 This Regional Human Rights Situation Report seeks to present the human rights situation 
in the region including violations of civil and political rights, economic, social and cultural rights as 
well as violations committed against different vulnerable sectors, to wit, Women, Children and 
LGBTQI (Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, Transgenders, Queer and Intersex, the IDPs (Internally 
Displaced Persons), PWDs (Persons with Disabilities), PDLs (Persons deprive of liberty), Elderly, 
Migrant Workers, Indigenous People, Human Rights Defenders. The said report will lay down 
current issues and concerns affecting these sectors, the cases involving them as reported and 
investigated by the regional office and other related activities in relation to protection and promotion 
of their rights. 
 
 
 In addition to the above, this report will also present different task and activities performed 
and accomplished by the regional office in the promotion and protection of the rights of the people 
especially those in the marginalized sectors. 
 
 
 

II. Regional Human Rights Situation 
 

 
Civil and Political Rights 
 
 
Extrajudicial Killings 

 
Per regional record covering January this year until the present, the Regional Office was 

able to investigate only one (1) case of extrajudicial killing. This case was filed last March 12, 2020 
and is still pending investigation.  
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Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
 

 
Right to Shelter 
 
Families displaced by the siege in 2013 are still claiming for their right to permanent 

shelters. Corollary thereto, they are asking for proper provisions of water and electricity. These 
concerns have been continuously raised in inter-agency meetings including other protection issues 
encountered by these families. The regional office through the IDP team and the IDP monitor is 
continuously monitoring this situation. These are discussed below under the discussion on the 
thematic concerns particularly of the internally displaced persons. 

 
 
Urban Poor 
 
Urban poor are individuals or families in urban areas with income below the poverty line as 

defined by the National Statistical Coordinating Board. They are underprivileged or homeless 
sector who are integral part of the society and are partners in urbanization. 

 
 
Presidential Commission for the Urban Poor serves as the direct link of the urban poor to 

the government in policy formulation and program implementation addressed to their needs to 
include accreditation of urban poor organization, social preparation, capability building, monitoring 
of demolition and eviction, and consultation. 

 
 
In Zamboanga City, PCUP works hand in hand with the local and national agencies and 

other stakeholders in monitoring the activities of the urban poor particularly the City Housing and 
Homesite Office. Zamboanga City has two (2) resettlement area for those qualified informal settlers 
situated in Barangay Mercedes and Barangay Tulungatung. The City Mayor, Honorable Maria 
Isabelle Climaco-Salazar has assured this city’s growing urban poor sector that the local 
government under her administration will continue to work towards meeting the gap in the need for 
low cost housing projects.  

 
 
Right to Health 
 
Previous information indicated that there is an increase in the number of teenage 

pregnancies and children afflicted with HIV calling for its continuous monitoring including the 
implementation of the Responsible Parenthood and Reproductive Health Law through the assisted 
efforts of the Zamboanga City AIDS Council and other NGOs (ASP Global Fund, MARIPOSA and 
MUJER LGBT) with the supervision of the Office of the City Health. The same issues, to wit, lack of 
manpower for the implementation of programs and activities, lack of peer educators, trained 
counsellors and case managers are still the existing problem. At present, the HIV treatment hub in 
Zamboanga City is catering patients within the Zamboanga peninsula, Tawi-Tawi, Basilan and 
Sulu. The Covid 19 pandemic did not stop the increase in the number of teenage pregnancies. The 
first quarter report indicated that there were 470 girls who gave birth and 525 still pregnant at such 
time. The City Health Office through the Commission on Population and Development also 
reported 9 pregnancies for girls aged 10-14, 516 for girls aged 15-19, 30 deliveries for girls aged 
10-14 and 440 deliveries for girls aged 15-19. This pandemic has added stress to our health 
workers and front liners who were already burdened with other previous health cases. 

 
 

Information from the Office of the City Health also showed that as of July 11, 2020, there 
were 21 confirmed cases of Covid 19 in Zamboanga del Norte, 26 in Zamboanga del Sur, 6 in 
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Zamboanga Sibugay, 301 in Zamboanga City and 28 in Isabela City giving a total of 382 cases for 
the region. Out of this number, there were 180 recoveries and 10 mortalities. Apart from this 
number, the record also showed a total of 4,635 suspect cases. 

 
 
The pandemic outbreak in the Zamboanga City Reformatory Center also 14 BJMP 

personnel and 180 PDLs. The virus has also infected 12 health workers, 2 nonmedical front liners, 
82 locally stranded individuals, 10 repatriates and 4 seafarers. It is also alarming that the youngest 
confirmed case in Zamboanga City involved an 8 month old baby and that the total number of 
confirmed and suspect cases for 0-20 years old totalled to 668. On gender segregation, the record 
showed 2773 males and 2075 females infected with the virus. The Commission has sought the 
help of other agencies and groups including the ICRC in monitoring the situation of these 
individuals and in ensuring that human rights must still be at the core of their health plans.  

 
 
Thematic Concerns/ Vulnerable Sectors 
 
 
1. Women and Children 

 
  

For January to June 2020, the regional office investigated a total of 19 cases affecting 
women and children, 12 of which have been resolved.  
 

Cases Number Status 

Violation of R.A. 9262 9 5 were recommended for filing, 
1 was dismissed for lack of 
substantial evidence, 3 are still 
pending investigation 

Violation of R.A. 7610 
(including Rape in relation to 
violation of R.A. 7610) 

8 3 were recommended for filing 
3 were dismissed due to lack of 
interest, 2 are still pending 
investigation 

Robbery 1 Pending investigation 

Threat, Slander, Physical 
injuries 

1 Recommended for filing 

 
 
As part of the Commission’s function to promote human rights of women and LGBTQI, a 

total of 4 human rights educational campaigns on women and children’s rights, 2 radio programs, 2 
advocacy campaigns with CSO partners and other promotional activities. In addition to this, the 
regional office has also conducted capacity training for SPED teachers with special focus on the 
laws protecting children and PWDs, the real situation of children with disabilities and a brief lecture 
on the Rights and Privileges of Filipino teachers. 

 
 
During the celebration of the Women’s Month, the regional office also spearheaded an 

advocacy program entitled, “We, Men Defender’s of Women’s Rights”, a program grounded on 
similar objective of promoting women’s rights but executed through a unique strategy- that is, men 
HR educators educating other men audience or participants on women’s rights. This program 
aimed to eliminate the perception that men are violators of women’s rights and instead create the 
impression that men are defenders of women’s rights. The office also conducted a campaign 
highlighting the role of women in our homes and in the society. 
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Because of the pandemic, the promotion division explored other ways to adapt to the new 
normal and to restrict social gathering by reaching through other platforms such as radio and the 
social media in the dissemination of information relative women and children’s rights, the laws 
protecting them including CHR’s mandate as the Gender Ombud and the new Safe Spaces Act 
and other related issues. 

 
 
It is noted that majority of the cases affecting women and children in the region involved 

Violation of R.A. 9262 particularly on economic abuse, physical abuse and psychological abuse, 
Violation of R.A. 7610 and R.A. 8353 While these women and children victims of abuse are given 
remedies by law such as the filing of the proper complaints against the perpetrators, there are 
certain issues surrounding this remedy that affect the same, to wit: 

 
 
a. In cases of economic abuse in relation to support, majority of the women only sought for 

redress such that they and their children will be provided with a reasonable amount of 
financial support for their sustenance. As such, resorts were made to amicably settle the 
matter and for the execution of memorandum of support. Thereafter, complainants will in 
due course submit their desistance.  Nonetheless, in some cases, the parties obliged to 
support, notwithstanding the said memorandum, still failed to comply with the same 
prompting the women to return to the Commission and refile the case. To make things 
more difficult, in some of these cases, when forwarded to the proper forum, the same were 
eventually dismissed on the basis of the complainant’s prior desistance or merely for 
insufficiency of evidence. 
 

b. In cases of psychological abuse, it has been previously raised that the region lacked 
psychologists and psychiatrists including child psychologists who can assist the 
complainants for their rehabilitation and for coming up with proper evidence in building their 
case. Moreover, private psychologists and psychiatrists will entail expenses that majority of 
the complainants in the region who belong to poor families cannot afford. 
 

c. In case of psychological abuse, there were also some issues raised on the protocols in the 
conduct of the said assessment. While the same is being given free of charge by 
government psychologists, the certificate containing the findings thereof is not being issued 
unless there is a court order as a matter of the hospital procedure. This places the case at 
risk of dismissal considering that the abuse as alleged cannot be substantiated while at the 
Commission or the Prosecutor Office’s level. 
 

d. In cases of physical abuse, it has likewise been previously raised that there are concerns 
regarding the protocols on how complainants can avail of the services in government 
hospitals for medico-legal examination. Certain complaints had been reported to the 
regional office that they are being required to blotter the incident. As a matter of procedure, 
the said report will be presented to the hospital for the necessary examination. This 
particularly becomes problematic in cases the respondents are police officers and detailed 
in the particular office where the women are to blotter the incident. 
 
 
Other issues that the region identified are: 
 

a. The pandemic has posed a problem on the right to education of children noting that 
protocols mandated education and learning to be through online platforms or blended 
learning necessitating tools such as laptops, notebooks, computers and good internet 
connection which majority of the children in public schools do not have the capacity to 
procure. 
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b. The quarantine protocols also posed some threats to women victims of abuse who will 
have more difficulty in assessing justice as they are confined to their homes which 
unfortunately are not havens of peace. This reality can possibly explain the decrease in the 
number of cases on violation of women and children’s rights per PNP record. Along this 
line, the regional has received a number of cases through its hotline numbers and acted on 
the same. 
 

 
On the situation of the juveniles and the children in different shelters, the regional office raises 

the same problem as noted previously- the region lacks facilities to accommodate these children 
and to address their issues.  
 

 
Noting the above issues, it is recommended that: 
 
 
a. There must be continuous monitoring of the implementation of the MCW and other gender 

related laws and education campaign through online platform and other means putting in 
aligned perspective our personnel’s right to health and our rights holders’ right to 
information.  
 

b. There must be continuous monitoring of the shelters for women and children through 
letters, phone calls or online means. 
 

c. If possible, every regional office must be provided with a psychologist or psychiatrist to 
assist in the conduct of psychological assessment in psychological abuse cases. 
 

d. In the alternative, it is also suggested that the Central Office particularly its Forensic 
Department be provided with psychologist or psychiatrist who can be on call for services 
requested by the regional office. 
 
 
2. Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) 

 
  

Six years from the siege in 2013, displaced families still suffer the aftermath of the war and 
from several other issues even as of the time being on top of their prolonged stay in temporary 
shelters. The City Government in coordination with other local agencies including the Commission 
and the IDP monitor are finding remedies and support to assist them in the needs. Below are some 
of the issues and concerns raised by the IDPs in transitory sites, home based settings and those 
awarded with permanent shelters, viz: 
 
 
Protection issues of: 
 
 
IDPs in transitory sites: 
 
 

1. Sanitation problem which may be due to lack of water 
2. Prolonged stay in the transitory site due to land acquisition process 
3. Issues in relation to illegal drugs and other security issues including presence of gangs 
4. Water ration which stopped causing displaced families to rely on buying water from private 

individuals sold at a higher price. 
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5. Displaced families continue to dwell in congested temporary shelters which had broken 
down with some bunk houses destroyed and board walks dilapidated 

6. Limited access to electricity 
7. Lack of bathing premises 
8. Local health centers are at least 2 kilometers away from transitory sites. Thus, pregnant 

women rarely visit the birthing station due to distance 
 
 
IDPs in home-based settings: 
 
 

1. IDPs tagged as sharers have not yet been awarded with permanent shelters extending the 
burden of the host families where they are staying 

2. IDPs awarded with shelters but have not yet allowed to transfer complained that their units 
were already occupied by others 

3. Lack of access to assistance, food and non-food 
 
 
Awardees of permanent shelters: 
 
 

1. Some units have been occupied illegally by other IDPs and other units were given to the 
victims of recent fire incident in a portion of Barangay Kasanyangan  

2. The space of permanent housing units is not sufficient to accommodate the number of 
persons in each household. Children who were counted as such during the crisis are now 
adults and some with their own families living in the same units. 

 
 
Common protection issues: 
 
 

1. Access to livelihood- While some are engaged in income generating activities, the same is 
not sufficient to defray their daily cost of living. 

2. Access to education- Some children preferred to help their parents to supplement the 
family’s income. 

3. Access to information – IDPs merely rely on information from neighbours, friends and 
relatives and there is no other mode of information dissemination that would update them 
about the plans for the transfer. 
 

 
The Covid 19 pandemic brought more problems to the overly burdened IDPs, to wit, there 

is no disinfecting area in the sites, the IDPs do not have hygiene or disinfecting kits, they lack 
adequate food, supplements and medicine, there is hardly any mechanism for quarantine and 
social distancing and curfew is a problem as water is on schedule basis and some would have 
to ferry their share at night. These issues were already raised to the OCWD, the LGU and the 
Covid Task Force. 

 
 
Recommendations, Agreements and Ways Forward: 
 
 

1. Similar security issues were already raised the last time prompting local officials to conduct 
roving activities 

2. IDPs were provided with water gallons or containers to at least assist them in accessing 
water and were allowed to ferry water even at night time 
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3. LIAC meeting is still being done through ZOOM conferences to tackle issues being raised 
4. Food packs and hygiene kits including alcohol were distributed to the IDP families. 
5. A review of the master list and profiling to identify untagged IDPs were also suggested. 

 
 

6. Persons With Disabilities 
 

 
Under the RIAC’s Plan of Action for 2017 to 2021, three important issues and concerns were 

raised: 
 
 
1. PWDs and their development- to mainstream their concerns and provide them social 

protection and security 
2. Advancing health and wellness and ensure accessibility and availability of quality and 

appropriate health care services for different cases 
3. To ensure supportive and enabling environment- to have an active social service and 

community support for the disabled persons 
 

The Covid 19 outbreak has also added burden to our PWDs who due to the measures in 
place are also restricted in their access to their needs. Thus, online RIAC meetings through 
zoom conference are still being done to tackle these issues. 

 
   

7. Persons Deprived of Liberty 
 

 
The following jails are the detention centers and police lock up cells visited in accordance with 

the Jail Visitation Plan: 
 

Place of Deprivation of Liberty Date of Visitation 

Zamboanga del Norte  

Sibuco Municipal Police Lock Up Cell January 28, 2020 

Regional Rehabilitation Center for the Youth February 25, 2020 

Godod Municipal Lock up Cell February 27, 2020 

Mabuhay Municipal Lock up cell March 11, 2020 

Zamboanga City  

Zamboanga City Police Lock up Cell February 11, 2020 

Police Station 7, Sta. Maria February 19, 2020 

San Ramon Prison and Penal Farm February 27, 2020 

Police Station 2 April 9, 2020 

Police Station 11 May 10, 2020 

Zamboanga Sibugay  

PDEA Lock Up Cell- Ipil January 30, 2020 

Zamboanga del Sur  

Ramon Magsaysay Municipal Police Lock up 
Cell 

June 15, 2020 

Bayog Municipal Lock up cell June 26, 2020 

Basilan  

Maluso Municipal Police Lock up Cell January 27, 2020 

Lamitan District Jail January 28, 2020 

Basilan Provincial Jail January 29, 2020 

Al-Barka Municipal Police Lock up Cell January 30, 2020 

Lamitan Municipal Police Lock up Cell August 19-23, 2019 
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Police Lock up cells in the city are all congested for the reason that the detainees who were 

issued with commitment orders by the court were not yet transferred to Zamboanga City Jai due to 
the Covid 19 outbreak in the said facility, infecting the PDLs and BJMP personnel thereat.  

 
 
In the jails visited according to the plan, no human rights violations were reported. 

 
 

8. Senior Citizens/ Elderly 
 

 
As of the present, 67 municipalities and 5 cities of the 72 local government units have updated 

the Senior Citizens Profile. There are also 67 Offices of the Senior Citizen Affairs (OSCAs) and 47 
Senior Citizens Centers established in the region pursuant to R.A. 9257. It is likewise noted that 
54, 625 senior citizens have already been issued with the Senior Citizen’s I.D.s.  

 
 
CHR-IX is an active member of the RIAC where issues and concerns affecting senior citizens 

were raised and discussed. Under the RIACs Philippines Plan of Action for 2017 to 2021, three 
important issues and concerns were raised, viz: 
 
 

1. Senior Citizens and their Development- to mainstream the concerns of senior citizens 
and provide them with social protection and security; 
 

2. Advancing their Health and Well-being into old age- to ensure the access and 
availability of quality and appropriate health care services for senior citizens; 

 
3. To ensure supportive and enabling environment- to have an active social service and 

community support for the senior citizens. 
 
 

The Covid 19 outbreak makes our elderly easy preys to the virus particularly those who have 
existing co-morbidities or health issues. Thus, during the enhanced community quarantine, local 
and national protocols mandated them to stay at home except if necessary for purchase of 
medicines or other essentials. This restriction somehow affected them especially those who at their 
ripe age are still the ones finding means for the sustenance of the family. These called for 
continuous RIAC online meetings among stakeholders.  

 
 

9. Migrant Workers 
 
 
Increase in migant workers in Zamboanga City may be attributed to the net migration rate 

and rapid urbanization which brought about positive and negative results particularly on service 
delivery, resource mobilization and social concerns. 

 
DSWD Field Office IX started receiving and serving deportees from Malaysia as early as 

1986. Filipinos in the southern part especially the Tausugs, Sama and Badjao have been going in 
and out of Malaysia and Malaysians similarly have freely travelled in southern Philippines. 
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“Halaws”, or Filipino undocumented workers deported from Malaysia and other migrant 
workers come from low socio-economic status which put more strain to the local government unit’s 
resources along health, education and peace order problems. The in-and-out migration from 
Luzon, Visayas and other neighboring islands including international migration also contributed to 
the region’s population status. 

 
 
It has also been observed that the foremost motivating factor of the Halaws in going to 

Malaysia is financial. Most claimed that their families were desperate and the prospects of better 
life thereat proved very attractive. Zamboanga City’s proximity and accessibility to Malaysia has 
also permeated international migration which included labor migration. Nonetheless, reports from 
the DSWD and CHR monitoring team revealed that they were mostly employed in low paying jobs. 
To add to this, most are not informed of the required documentation requirements for their legal 
stay there. As such, they could not avail of health services which resulted in various health 
problems. Their situation even worsened upon detention. The City Health Office also manifested 
concern over health problems especially contagious diseases acquired outside and particularly 
those involving commercial sex workers. With the creation of the AIDS Council, the situation is now 
being monitored. Running away from the employer is also one common reason why workers turned 
into undocumented labor migrants in Malaysia. 

 
 
The DSWD acts as the “universal registrant” of all deportees/ returnees in coordination with 

the Bureau of Immigration and Deportation. Per record, majority of them belonged to the 
reproductive age group, 18-59 years old and approximately 30% are below 18 years old. The 
situation also reflects the forced migration of families instead of individuals and it is well to note that 
only a few of them opted not to go back to Sabah. Hence, to safeguard their rights, DOLE 
consistently encourages them to comply with proper documentation requirements to be able to 
return to work there without threat of arrest and deportation. 

 
At present, DSWD IX maintains a building in its property in Barangay Mampang that serves 

as the processing center for displaced persons. Acccording to their Officer in Charge, Fatima 
Caminan, the center served 2,378 deportees as of February 2020 and were allowed to go back to 
their provinces. They also provided food, transportation, personal effects, medicine, clothing and 
family packs. However, no further service was recorded during the ECQ and lockdown 
implementation. 

 
 

10. Indigenous People and Indigenous Cultural Communities 
 

The various programs of the government for the Indigenous peoples in Region IX have not 
been fully implemented during this COVID pandemic. In Zamboanga City, there are Badjao families 
that are still waiting to be awarded of permanent shelter after being displaced due to the 2013 
Zamboanga siege. 

Cultural communities during this COVID 19 Pandemic have been challenged with several 
issues and human rights concerns. Being precluded from doing their usual activities as means to 
earn an income during the pandemic, the IPPS/IPS experienced the scarcity of food and other 
necessities. 

This reality was quite obvious during the community quarantine whereby members of the 
Badjao tribe have been left with no resort but to roam the streets even during the height of the 
infection, notably without masks. Nonetheless, their seemingly vulnerable condition did not render 
them to be among those contaminated by the virus. As a matter of fact, the office of the NCIP in 
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Region IX has not recorded any information that a member of the IPs/ICC became infected with the 
dreaded COVID 19. 

This pandemic has also glaringly showed to us how displaced and uprooted these Badjaos are. 
The rights pertaining to their ancestral domains have remained as an unresolved matter to be 
tackled to this day. Until now, no CADC or CADT has yet been issued for this indigenous 
community as there remain no clear guidelines for such issuance. Moreover, there is likewise no 
clear identification of the concerned line agencies of the government which will undertake the 
survey and delineation of our internal waters to finally determine such as belonging to this native 
tribe. 

In addition to the above, the Indigenous Subanen Communities in the Province of Zamboanga 
del Sur are likewise still very apprehensive of a possible mineral exploration by foreign 
corporations in their ancestral domain. 

Although the appointment of the Indigenous Peoples Mandatory Representative (IPMR) in the 
legislative branch of each city, municipality and provincial government has been a remarkable step 
towards the enjoyment of the IPs/ICCs right to self-governance and empowerment, this move has 
not been completely successful. A number of these identified representatives failed to get the votes 
of the council members on their proposed projects, plans and programs intended for their 
respective local tribe.  

In the light of their autonomy and self-determination, it is also requisite that a tribal leader’s 
authority in settling disputes amicably between conflicting parties of whom one or both are IPs/ICC 
prior to barangay conciliation be institutionalized in our laws.  

Finally, the overlapping mandate of authority between the Department of Agrarian Reform 
Titles (CLOA – Cerificate of Land Ownership Award) to the tenant beneficiaries and the ancestral 
domain of the IP in some parts of BASULTA Basilan, Sulu and Tawi Tawi and in Region IX must be 
addressed and resolved with finality. 

 
11. Human Rights Defenders 

 
 
For the period of January to June 2020, there was no complaint or reported incident of 

human rights violation against human rights defenders that merited investigation by the regional 
office. This notwithstanding, the regional office is in constant consultation with numerous 
organizations operating within the region that are engaged in the advocacy of promoting and 
protecting human rights including Zamboanga Basilan Integrated Development Alliance, 
Federation of Zamboanga City Civil Society Organization, Legal Nga Abdokasiya sa 
Mabalantayong Pilipino (LAMP), Silsilah Forum, Amnesty International IX, Interfaith Forum for 
Peace and Solidarity, Women Empowerment Movement, Rural Improvement Club (WEM-RIC), 
Mujer-LGBT, EDUCO and the Silsilah Forum. 
 
 

 
III. Regional Human Rights Issues and Concerns 

 
 
The following are the identified issues and concerns in sum, viz: 
 
 
1. In EJK cases, the cases were prone to dismissal due to lack of witnesses or their 

non-cooperation due to fear of reprisals; 
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2. In EJK cases, CHR investigators also encountered difficulty in requesting for 

information and reports from PNP personnel by the latter’s raising of the Data 
Privacy Act and Freedom of Information in relation to their PNP manual; 

 
  

3. The region lacks psychologists and psychiatrists for psychological abuse cases in 
relation to R.A. 9262 and R.A. 7610; 
 

4. The protocol for procurement of medico-legal certificate appears to be too tedious 
for the victims-complainants; 

 
5. The hospital protocol to issue the certificate containing the findings of psychological 

assessment in psychological abuse cases in relation to R.A. 9262 and R.A. 7610 
only when there is court order places the case at risk of dismissal, the allegation of 
psychological abuse being unsubstantiated; 

 
6. The region lacks the facilities and shelters for children- victims of abuse, neglect 

and abandonment; 
 

7. There is also apparent lack of implementation of R.A. 10360 particularly in the 
establishment of Bahay Pag-asa; 

 
8. There is difficulty in monitoring the actual situation of the CICLs in the facility as 

physical visits have been suspended because of Covid 19. 
 

9. There is also apparent insufficiency in the construction of housing units for the IDPs 
victims of siege; 

 
10. There is slow progress in the rehabilitation of the IDP situation; and there is lack of 

assurance as to their transfer to permanent sites; 
 

11. There are issues of biases in the identification of IDP beneficiaries and in the 
awarding of units; 

 
12. There are also issues regarding food, water, health and sanitation, security, 

livelihood and education among the IDPs; 
 

13. Issues on lack of awareness of the law and lack of implementation of the law 
protecting persons with disabilities were also raised; 

 
14.  A number of jails, detention cells and lock up cells appear congested; 

 
15. There is difficulty in monitoring jail conditions due to the memorandum by the 

central office ordering the suspension of the same because of the Covid 19 
pandemic and the personnel’s lack of PPEs; 

 
16. The failure to accomplish the targeted jail visitation due to the pandemic greatly 

affected the OPCR, the BUR and the chief investigator’s DPCR as well as the 
special investigators’ IPCR; 

 
17. Compliance with the law protecting senior citizens and PWDs by different agencies 

likewise requires proper monitoring even through online means; 
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18. Compliance with required documentary requisites for the Halaws to ensure the 
legality of their stay so as to prevent arrest and deportation was also raised; 

 
19. Issues regarding the rights of some IPs in relation to their ancestral domain 

remained unresolved and the significance of cultural sensitivity was also noted; 
 

20. For human rights defenders, there were expressions of alarms over the lack of 
support to human rights advocacies and threats and risks to human rights 
advocates. 

 
21. Promotional activities of the region have been affected by the pandemic as social 

and crowd gatherings are being discouraged. Thus, exploration of other means 
such as online platforms is being encouraged. Nonetheless, the issue as to its 
proper mode of procurement, particularly of ZOOM, to avoid COA findings, have not 
been resolved to this date.  

 
 

IV. Assessments, Findings and Conclusions 
 

 
Despite the regional office’s conduct of information campaign, rendering of appropriate 

legal advice, timely investigation and resolution of cases, human rights violations still persist. It is 
even more alarming that abuse and violence can happen within the confines of a home during 
lockdown amidst the Covid 19 outbreak where access to justice becomes even more difficult. 
Domestic abuse is still manifest among several families. Women and children suffer physically and 
psychologically. IDPs are continually undergoing problems on their current situation. PWDs and 
Senior Citizens had been subjects of human rights violations. Persons Deprived of Liberty also 
suffered from inhuman conditions in jail cells. IPs are still facing unresolved issues in relation to 
their right to ancestral domain. Migrant workers still face arrest and deportation and Human Rights 
Defenders lacked the protection and support. Witnesses in EJK cases also hesitate to come 
forward due to lack of protection and fear of reprisals. Hence, greater efforts must be exerted to 
educate the public of the rights of these sectors, to educate them of the remedies afforded to them 
by law and to continuously seek for the support from all stakeholders to protect and promote their 
rights. Further, it is deemed important to strengthen our linkages and to come up with certain 
policies and processes that will affirm the promotion and protection of human rights in consonance 
with the Commission’s mandate.  

 
 
 

V. Recommendations 
 

 
On the basis of the overall assessment of the HR situation in the region, it is hereby 

recommended that: 
 
 
1. CHR 9 will explore other means in the conduct of its promotional function particularly to 

ensure that the public will be informed of human rights and human rights laws; 
 

2. CHR 9 will likewise strengthen its protection function through its hotline and through the 
PACD referral mechanism; 
 

3. CHR 9 will continually seek for support from the central office particularly for services 
necessary in cases of physical and psychological abuse such as the services of medico-
legal officers, psychologists and psychiatrists. 
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4. CHR 9 will also seek to look for other means in the conduct of gender sensitivity campaigns 

for stakeholders and duty-bearers to inculcate a culture of human rights that gives due 
regard to sensitive issues affecting women and children and one that adheres to the rule on 
confidentiality pertaining to these cases.   

 
5. CHR 9 will continually monitor the condition of the children in different shelters even 

through online means and will continually seek for support and cooperation from all 
stakeholders as well as from the local government to fully implement the law particularly the 
establishment of the Bahay Pag-asa as well as for the establishment of additional shelters. 
 

6. CHR 9 will continually monitor the condition of the IDPs to ensure that their rights are amply 
protected. 
 

7. CHR 9 will endeavour to continually conduct online dialogues, campaigns and 
consultations to ensure that the issues and concerns of the IDPs are properly raised and 
addressed. 
 

8. CHR 9 will continually seek for support from the local government and all other 
stakeholders and duty bearers to implement the laws protecting women, children, IDPs, 
IPs, PWDs and Senior Citizens. 
 

9. CHR 9 will continually monitor compliance of the different agencies, offices and 
stakeholders of the provisions of these laws even through online means. 
 

10. CHR 9 will aim to strengthen linkages with different agencies, stakeholders, duty bearers 
and human rights advocates, to support policies and programs advocating human rights 
and to actively participate in these undertakings with the objective of promoting and 
protecting human rights. 

 
 
 

In consideration of the above, the Commission at the regional level, in line with its 
aspiration for greater productivity and efficiency, endeavours that human rights will further be 
recognized, respected and safeguarded in keeping with the principles of equity, justice and dignity 

without discrimination. 
  
 
  
         

Atty. Judelyn T. Macapili 
        Officer in Charge- CHR 9 


