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Introduction 

A s t h e c o u n t r y ' s n a t i o n a l h u m a n r i g h t s i n s t i t u t i o n , t h e 
C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s i s s u e s t h i s a d v i s o r y i n r e l a t i o n w i t h i t s 
m a n d a t e t o p r o m o t e a n d p r o t e c t h u m a n r i g h t s o f a l l p e r s o n s , 
i n c l u d i n g p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

T h e 1 9 8 7 P h i l i p p i n e C o n s t i t u t i o n , i n t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f 
P r i n c i p l e s a n d S t a t e P o l i c i e s , m a n d a t e s t h a t t h e S t a t e s h a l l p r o m o t e 
s o c i a l j u s t i c e ^ i n a l l p h a s e s o f n a t i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t . T h i s s i m p l y 
m e a ^ s t h e e q u a l i z a t i o n o f e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
w i t h s p e c i a l e m p h a s i s o n t h e d u t y o f t h e S t a t e t o t i l t t h e b a l a n c e o f 
s o c i a l f o r c e s b y f a v o u r i n g t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e d i n l i f e . ^ 

A m o n g t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e d o r v u l n e r a b l e s e c t o r s a r e P e r s o n s 
w i t h D i s a b i l i t y . P e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s ( P W D s ) i n c l u d e t h o s e w h o 
h a v e l o n g - t e r m p h y s i c a l , m e n t a l , i n t e l l e c t u a l o r s e n s o r y i m p a i r m e n t s 
w h i c h i n i n t e r a c t i n g w i t h v a r i o u s b a r r i e r s m a y h i n d e r t h e i r f u l l a n d 
e f f e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n s o c i e t y o n a n e q u a l b a s i s w i t h o t h e r s . 3 

A b a r r i e r i s a n y t h i n g t h a t gets i n t h e w a y o f p e o p l e w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n d a y - t o - d a y a c t i v i t i e s , o r t a k i n g p a r t i n 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e t o t h e p u b l i c . A m o n g t h e m a r e 
p h y s i c a l o r e n v i r o n m e n t a l b a r r i e r s f o u n d i n b u i l d i n g s a n d spaces t h a t 
s t o p p e o p l e f r o m u s i n g a se r v i c e o r g o i n g t o a n e v e n t ; i n f o r m a t i o n 
a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n b a r r i e r s t h a t s t o p p e o p l e f r o m g e t t i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n ; a t t i t u d i n a l b a r r i e r s a r e w h e n p e o p l e t h i n k a n d m a k e 
d e c i s i o n s a b o u t d i s a b i l i t y b a s e d o n i n c o r r e c t i n f o r m a t i o n ; a n d 
s y s t e m i c b a r r i e r s a r e p o h c i e s , p r a c t i c e s , o r p r o c e d u r e s t h a t 
d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t p e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

^ Social Justice is neither communism, nor despotism, nor atomism, nor anarchy, but the humanlzation of 

the laws and the equalization of the social and economic forces by the State so that justice in its rational 

and objectively secular conception may at least be approximated. [Calalang vs. Williams] 

^ Bernas Primpr at 16 (2006 ed.) 

^ Art. 1, par. % United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability 
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P e o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s face t h e s e b a r r i e r s e v e r y d a y - f r o m 
p h y s i c a l o b s t a c l e s i n b u i l d i n g s t o s y s t e m i c b a r r i e r s i n e m p l o y m e n t 
a n d c i v i c p r o g r a m s . 4 

T h u s , t h e P h i l i p p i n e g o v e r n m e n t a f f i r m e d i t s c o m m i t m e n t t o 
t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s C o n v e n t i o n o n t h e R i g h t s o f P e r s o n s w i t h 
D i s a b i l i t i e s ( U N C R P D ) b y r a t i f y i n g i t o n 15 A p r i l 2 0 0 8 . T h e 
C o n v e n t i o n e n s u r e s t h a t a l l p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s e n j o y t h e s a m e 
h u m a n rights as e v e r y o n e else a n d a r e a b l e t o l e a d t h e i r l i v e s as f u l l 
c i t i z e n s w h o c a n m a k e v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o s o c i e t y w h e n g i v e n 
t h e s a m e o p p o r t u n i t i e s as o t h e r s . 

U N C R P D , A r t i c l e 2 0 - P e r s o n a l m o b i l i t y p r o v i d e s : 

"state Parties shall take effective measures to ensure 
personal mobility with the greatest possible independence for 
persons with disabilitiesxxx" 

R e l a t i v e t h e r e t o , t h e C o n g r e s s o f t h e P h i l i p p i n e s e n a c t e d R . A . 
N o . 7 2 7 7 , o t h e r w i s e k n o w n as t h e M a g n a C a r t a f o r D i s a b l e d P e r s o n s , 
as a m e n d e d b y R . A . N o . 9 4 4 2 , w h i c h w a s f u r t h e r a m e n d e d b y R . A . 
N o . 1 0 5 2 4 . 

T h e a m e n d m e n t t o t h e M a g n a C a r t a p r o v i d e s c e r t a i n p r i v i l e g e s 
a n d b e n e f i t s g i v e n t o P W D s t o p r o m o t e t h e i r r i g h t t o accessible 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . S e c t i o n 3 2 , C h a p t e r 8 o f R . A . N o . 9 4 4 2 p r o v i d e s f o r 
o t h e r p r i v i l e g e s a n d i n c e n t i v e s t o p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g : 

"(f) At least twenty percent (20%) discount on fare 
for domestic air and sea travel for the exclusive use or 
enjoyment of persons with disability; 

(g) At least twenty percent (20%) discount on 
public railways, skyways and bus fare for the exclusive 
use and enjoyment of persons with disability." 

T h e I m p l e m e n t i n g R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s o f R A 9 4 4 2 s t a t e s 
t h a t : 

"6.5 A i r and S e a Transportation P r i v i l e g e s - At 
least twenty percent (20% discounts in fare for domestic 
air, and sea travel based on the actual fare except 
promotional fare. If the promotional fare discount is 
higher than the twenty percent (20%) discounts 
privileges, the persons with disability may choose the 

''http://www.ncwd-youth.info/attitudinal-barriers-for-people-with-disabilities 
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promotional fare and should no longer be entitled to the 
twenty percent (20%) discount privileges. 

6.6 L a n d Transportation Privileges - At least 
twenty percent (20%) discounts in bus fares such as 
ordinary, aircon fares and on public railways such as 
LRT, MRT, PNR, and such other similar infrastructure 
that will be constructed, established and operated by 
public or private entity. Toll fees of skyways and 
expressways are likewise subject to at least twenty 
percent (20%) discounts, however, this privilege can be 
availed only by a person with disability owning the 
vehicle." 

T o w a r d s t h i s e n d a n d p u r s u a n t t o t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f R A 9 4 4 2 , 
t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n a n d C o m m u n i c a t i o n s ( D O T C ) -
M e t r o s t a r E x p r e s s i s s u e d O f f i c e O r d e r N o . 2 6 o n 2 3 O c t o b e r 2 0 0 8 , 
w h i c h s e t s f o r t h a n u p d a t e p r o c e d u r e o n t h e P r o v i s i o n o f 2 0 % 
d i s c o u n t f o r P W D s . 

T h e P r o c e d u r e i n A v a i h n g o f t h e 2 0 % D i s c o u n t f o r P W D o n 
D o m e s t i c A i r F a r e s : 

3.1 An identification card issued by the City or 
Municipality Mayor or the Barangay Captain of the 
place where the person with disability resides; 

3.2 The passport of the persons with disability 
concerned; or 

3.3 Transportation discount identification card (ID) 
issued by the NCWDP. However, upon effectivity of this 
IRR, NCWDP will already adopt the ID issued by the 
Local Government Unit for the purposes of uniformity in 
the implementation. 

Xxx 

4.1 The PWD shall present any proof of identification as 
provided herein at the time of the purchase of the ticket 

T h e L i g h t R a i l T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y ( L R T A ) h a s a l s o i s s u e d 
g u i d e l i n e s t o b e f o l l o w e d i n t h e i s s u a n c e o f d i s c o u n t c o u p o n s t o 
P W D s . 5 T h e P W D m u s t p r e s e n t t h e P W D I D C a r d i n o r d e r t o a v a i l o f 
t h e c o u p o n . T h e d i s c o u n t c o u p o n i s n o n - t r a n s f e r r a b l e a n d i t s 
i s s u a n c e i s l i m i t e d t o t e n ( 1 0 ) c o u p o n s p e r t r a n s a c t i o n f o r S i n g l e 
J o u r n e y T i c k e t s a n d t h r e e ( 3 ) f o r S t o r e d V a l u e T i c k e t s . T h e c o u p o n 

i 



a n d P W D I D c a r d m u s t b e p r e s e n t e d t o t h e S t a t i o n T e l l e r w h e n 
b u y i n g t h e L R T A m a g n e t i c t i c k e t t o a v a i l o f t h e 2 0 % d i s c o u n t . 

T h e P h i l i p p i n e N a t i o n a l R a i l w a y ( P N R ) , l i k e w i s e , i s s u e d a n 
O f f i c e O r d e r , p r o v i d i n g f o r a fifty p e r c e n t ( 5 0 % d i s c o u n t f o r a l l t y p e s 
o f a c c o m m o d a t i o n s o n a l l l o n g d i s t a n c e t r a i n s t o p a s s e n g e r s w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s i n c l u d i n g o n e (1) c o m p a n i o n . A d e s i g n a t e d seat, 
p r e f e r a b l y n e a r t h e e n t r a n c e o r e x i t o f t h e c o a c h , w i l l b e p r o v i d e d t o 
P W D s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , t h e L T F R B i s s u e d a m e m o r a n d u m c i r c u l a r ^ s e t t i n g 
f o r t h g u i d e h n e s f o r f a r e d i s c o u n t s . T o a v a i l o f t h e d i s c o u n t , t h e P W D 
m u s t p r e s e n t h i s / h e r P W D I D c a r d . T h e d i s c o u n t c o v e r s p u b l i c u t i l i t y 
b u s e s a n d j e e p n e y s o n l y . 

I n a m e m o r a n d u m circular^, M A R I N A h a s set g u i d e l i n e s f o r a l l 
o w n e r s / o p e r a t o r s o f i n t e r - i s l a n d p a s s e n g e r v e s s e l w a t e r c r a f t s f o r 
c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e M a g n a C a r t a a n d t h e A c c e s s i b i l i t y L a w . I n t h e 
s a i d m e m o r a n d u m c i r c u l a r , t h e p e r s o n w i t h d i s a b i l i t y m u s t p r e s e n t a 
v a l i d i d e n t i f i c a t i o n c a r d i s s u e d b y t h e N C W D P t o e n j o y a n d / o r b e 
e n t i t l e d t o t h e p r i v i l e g e s set f o r t h b y t h e M a g n a C a r t a a n d t h e 
A c c e s s i b l i t y L a w , u n l e s s h i s / h e r p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t y i s e v i d e n t . 

I n 2 0 0 8 , t h e C i v i l A e r o n a u t i c s B o a r d ( C A B ) i s s u e d a n A d 
R e f e r e n d u m R e s o l u t i o n ^ s e t t i n g f o r t h g u i d e l i n e s o n t h e g r a n t o f 2 0 % 
d i s c o u n t o n d o m e s t i c a i r f a r e s f o r P W D s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h R A 9 4 4 2 . 

L a m e n t a b l y , d e s p i t e t h e passage o f s e v e r a l l a w s , i n c l u d i n g 
s e v e r a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r d e r s a n d i s s u a n c e s , P W D s c o n t i n u e t o f e e l 
d i s c r i m i n a t e d . T h e r e a r e p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s w h o c o u l d n o t a v a i l 
o f t h e t w e n t y p e r c e n t ( 2 0 % ) d i s c o u n t o n d o m e s t i c a i r t r a v e l s o l d 
o n l i n e a n d / o r t h e a i r l i n e s a c c r e d i t e d t i c k e t i n g agencies as o p p o s e d t o 
h o w i t i s e x t e n d e d t o s e n i o r citizens.9 

T h e r e a r e P W D s w h o a r e b e i n g r e q u i r e d t o p h y s i c a l l y a p p e a r i n 
t h e a i r l i n e s o r g a n i c offices t o a v a i l o f t h e d i s c o u n t as o p p o s e d t o 
s e n i o r c i t i z e n s w h o j u s t n e e d t o e m a i l o r f a x t h e i r I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
C a r d s . T h i s t y p e o f p o l i c y d e f e a t s t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e d i s c o u n t as i t is 
m o r e e x p e n s i v e f o r s o m e p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s s u c h as t h o s e w h o 
u s e s w h e e l c h a i r a n d n e e d t o t r a v e l b y t a x i t o p h y s i c a l l y a p p e a r t o t h e 
a i r l i n e s o r g a n i c office.^o 

Consolidated Guidelines o f Fare Discounts to Students, Elderly/Senior Citizens, and Disabled Persons; 

LTFRB Memorandum Circular No. 94-001, issued on 3 January 1994. 

^ MARINA Memorandum Circular No. 98; 16 March 1995 

^ Civil Aeronautics Board Ad Referendum Resolution No. 2 (2008) 

^ Resolution N o . 2014-01 of the National Anti-Poverty Commission 
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F o r instance, C e b u P a c i f i c A i r ' s G e n e r a l T e r m s a n d C o n d i t i o n s 
o f C a r r i a g e o f P a s s e n g e r s a n d P a c k a g e p r o v i d e s : 

"5'6 PWD and S e n i o r Citizen D i s c o u n t on Fares 

5.6.1 During booking, a PWD or PRM is entitled to a twenty 

percent (20%) discount on regular fare for domestic air travel 

upon presentation of a valid Identification Card issued by the 

National Council on Disability Affairs (NCDA) or a local 

government unit The 20% discount shall be applicable only for 

fares and for payment over the counter and n o t a p p l i c a b l e f o r 
o n l i n e h o o k i n g . " " 

T h i s i s a n e x a m p l e o f s y s t e m i c b a r r i e r w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n o n t h e b a s i s o f d i s a b i l i t y . D i s c r i m i n a t i o n o n t h e b a s i s 
o f d i s a b i l i t y i s a n y d i s t i n c t i o n , e x c l u s i o n o r r e s t r i c t i o n o n t h e b a s i s o f 
d i s a b i l i t y w h i c h h a s t h e p u r p o s e o r effect o f i m p a i r i n g o r n u l l i f y i n g 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n , e n j o y m e n t o r e x e r c i s e , o n a n e q u a l b a s i s w i t h o t h e r s , 
o f a l l h u m a n r i g h t s a n d f u n d a m e n t a l f r e e d o m s i n t h e p o l i t i c a l , 
e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , c i v i l o r a n y o t h e r field. I t i n c l u d e s a l l 
f o r m s o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g d e n i a l o f r e a s o n a b l e 
a c c o m n i o d a t i o n . 

P r o c l a m a t i o n N o . 3 6 1 , as a m e n d e d b y A d m i n i s t r a t i v e O r d e r N o . 
3512, w a s s i g n e d i n 19 A u g u s t 2 0 0 0 , calls f o r a w e e k l o n g c e l e b r a t i o n o f 
t h e N a t i o n a l D i s a b i l i t y P r e v e n t i o n a n d R e h a b i l i t a t i o n w h i c h 
e n d e a v o r s t o s t i m u l a t e p u b l i c a w a r e n e s s o n d i s a b i l i t y a n d e n c o u r a g e 
e v e r y c i t i z e n t o t a k e a c t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n t h e u p l i f t m e n t o f t h e 
e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s o f a l l p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s o f o u r 
s o c i e t y . F o r t h i s y e a r ' s c e l e b r a t i o n , i t a s p i r e s t o m a i n s t r e a m a n d 
i n c l u d e d i s a b i l i t y a g e n d a i n a l l p r o g r a m s o f g o v e r n m e n t a n d n o n 
g o v e r n m e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n o r d e r t o f u l f i l l t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s t o 
p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s as d u t y b e a r e r s . 

I n N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 3 , P r e s i d e n t B e n i g n o S. A q u i n o I I I s i g n e d 
P r o c l a m a t i o n N o . 6 8 8 d e c l a r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f 2 0 1 3 - 2 0 2 2 as t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e D e c a d e o f t h e I n c h e o n S t r a t e g y t o " M a k e t h e R i g h t R e a l " 
f o r P e r s o n s w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s i n s u p p o r t o f t h e 3'^'* A s i a n a n d P a c i f i c 
D e c a d e o f P e r s o n s w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s . 

T h e I n c h e o n S t r a t e g y p r o v i d e s t h e A s i a n a n d P a c i f i c r e g i o n , a n d 
t h e w o r l d , w i t h t h e first s et o f r e g i o n a l l y a g r e e d d i s a b i l i t y - i n c l u s i v e 
d e v e l o p m e n t g o a l s . I t w i l l e n a b l e t h e A s i a n a : i d P a c i f i c r e g i o n t o 
t r a c k p r o g r e s s t o w a r d s i m p r o v i n g t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e , a n d t h e 

11 

12 National Disability Prevention and Rehabilitation Week Celebration 
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f u l f i l m e n t o f t h e rights, o f t h e r e g i o n ' s 6 5 0 m i l l i o n p e r s o n s w i t h 
d i s a b i l i t i e s , m o s t o f w h o m l i v e i n p o v e r t y . ^3 

I t i s w o r t h y t o n o t e t h a t e v e r y c i t i z e n h a s t h e right t o m o v e a n d 
t r a v e l f r e e l y w i t i i i n a n d o u t s i d e t h e c o u n t r y . T h i s w a s i n t e n s i f i e d 
u n d e r S e c t i o n 6 , A r t i c l e I I I , 1 9 8 7 P h i l i p p i n e C o n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h 
f u r t h e r p r o v i d e s t h a t : » 

" T / i e liberty of abode and of changing the same within the 
limits prescribed by law shall not be impaired except upon lawful 
order of the court. Neither shall the right to travel be impaired 
except in the interest of national security, public safety, or public 
health, as may be provided by law." 1 

T h e P W D i d e n t i f i c a t i o n c a r d s y s t e m i s a l r e a d y b e i n g 
i m p l e m e n t e d . H o w e v e r , u n l i k e t h e S e n i o r C i t i z e n ' s A c t , i t i s s t i l l n o t 
as w i d e l y r e c o g n i z e d b y r e l e v a n t c o m m e r c i a l e s t a b h s h m e n t s . T h e 
p r o b l e m m a y b e s e e n t o l i e i n t h e g e n e r a l a w a r e n e s s r e g a r d i n g s u c h 
p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e l a w . S o m e c o m m e r c i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s m a y o n l y b e 
v a g u e l y a w a r e o f d i s c o u n t e n t i t l e m e n t s f o r p e r s o n s w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , 
a n d a r e t h e r e f o r e n o t t o o q u i c k t o h o n o r s a i d c a r d s u p o n t h e i r 
p r e s e n t m e n t . I t i s t h e r e f o r e , a l s o s e e n as a h e l p f u l a d d i t i o n t o t h e 
e f f o r t s t o p r o m o t e p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e rights o f P W D s t o c o n d u c t 
a w a r e n e s s d r i v e s f o r t h e c o m m e r c i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , s o t h a t t h e y m a y 
b e a b l e t o p r o p e r l y a n d a d e q u a t e l y r e s p o n d t o t h e a v a i l m e n t o f s u c h 
d i s c o u n t s . 1 4 

T h e p r i n c i p l e o f e q u a l p r o t e c t i o n o f l a w p r o v i d e s t h a t a l l 
p e r s o n s s i m i l a r l y s i t u a t e d m u s t b e s i m i l a r l y t r e a t e d b o t h as t o rights 
c o n f e r r e d a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i m p o s e d . 

R . A . N o . 9 4 4 2 , o t h e r w i s e k n o w n as t h e M a g n a C a r t a f o r P e r s o n s 
w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s , p r o v i d i n g b e n e f i t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s t o P W D s i s a 
l e g i t i m a t e e x e r c i s e o f p o l i c e p o w e r f o r h a v i n g t h e t w o ( 2 ) tests^s 
c o n c u r r e d . 

T h e p o l i c e p o w e r o r t h e l a w o f o v e r r u l i n g n e c e s s i t y is t h e p o w e r 
o f p r o m o t i n g p u b l i c w e l f a r e b y r e s t r a i n i n g a n d r e g u l a t i n g t h e u s e o f 

l i b e r t y a n d pro p e r t y . ^ ^ I t i s t h e m o s t p e r v a s i v e , t h e l e a s t 
l i m i t a b l e , a n d t h e m o s t d e m a n d i n g o f t h e t h r e e i n h e r e n t p o w e r s o f 

" http://www.unescapsdd.org/publications/incheon-strategy 

" IVIanual on Access to Justice of Persons with Disabilities, UP Foundation, Inc., p. 34, funded by the 

American Bar Association 

Lawful Subject - the subject of the measure is within the scope of the police power, that is, that the 

activity or property sought to be regulated affects the public welfare. The interest of the public, 

generally, as compared to a particular class requires interference by the State; and Lawful Means - the 

means employed are reasonably necessary for the accomplishment of the purpose, and not unduly 

oppressive on individuals. Both the end and the means must be legitimate. Cited in the case of Ynot vs. 

lAC, G.R. Nio. 74457, 20 March 1987 , 

Outline Reviewer in Political Law by Antonio Nachura, p. 48 (2009 ed.) 
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t h e S t a t e . I t m a y b e e x e r c i s e d as l o n g as t h e a c t i v i t y o r t h e p r o p e r t y 
s o u g h t t o b e r e g u l a t e d h a s s o m e r e l e v a n c e t o t h e p u b l i c w e l f a r e . 1 7 

T h e S t a t e i s m i n d f u l o f t h e r i g h t o f e n t e r p r i s e s t o r e a s o n a b l e 
r e t u r n s o n i n v e s t m e n t s , a n d t o e x p a n s i o n a n d growth^^^ h o w e v e r , 
w h e n c o n d i t i o n s s o d e m a n d , as d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , 
p r o p e r t y r i g h t s m u s t b o w t o t h e p r i m a c y o f p o l i c e p o w e r b e c a u s e 
p r o p e r t y r i g h t s , t h o u g h s h e l t e r e d b y t h e d u e p r o c e s s clause, m u s t 
y i e l d t o t h e g e n e r a l welfare,^? as p a r t o f t h e e n t e r p r i s e s ' c o r p o r a t e 
s o c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s seeks t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e 
d i g n i t y , h u m a n r i g h t s a n d f r e e d o m o f a l l p e r s o n s , i n c l u d i n g p e r s o n s 
w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , a r e a l w a y s r e s p e c t e d , p r o m o t e d a n d p r o t e c t e d i n a 
r i g h t s - b a s e d a p p r o a c h s i n c e P W D s h a v e t h e s a m e h u m a n r i g h t s as 
o t h e r s , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , m u s t b e a b l e t o e n j o y t h e m o n a n e q u a l b a s i s 
w i t h o t h e r s . 

A l l p e r s o n s m u s t b e t r e a t e d e q u a l l y b e f o r e t h e l a w w i t h o u t 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n o n t h e b a s i s o f ra c e , c o l o r , sex, l a n g u a g e , r e l i g i o n , 
p o l i t i c a l o r o t h e r o p i n i o n , n a t i o n a l o r s o c i a l o r i g i n , p r o p e r t y , b i r t h o r 
o t h e r s t a t u s , i n c l u d i n g d i s a b i l i t y . 

H e n c e , t h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s as a n a t i o n a l h u m a n 
r i g h t s i n s t i t u t i o n m a n d a t e d u n d e r t h e 1 9 8 7 P h i h p p i n e C o n s t i t u t i o n t o 
m o n i t o r c o m p l i a n c e b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f i t s t r e a t y o b l i g a t i o n s 
h e r e b y a d v i s e s a n d / o r c a l l u p o n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
a n d C o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d o t h e r c o n c e r n e d agencies o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
t o e n s u r e t h a t a l l d o m e s t i c a i r l i n e s t i c k e t i n g offices a m e n d i t s r u l e s 
a n d r e g u l a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g b e n e f i t s a n d p r i v i l e g e s o f P W D s 
c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s a n d d o m e s t i c l a w s t h e r e b y 
m a k i n g t h e r i g h t s o f P W D s r e a l . 

I s s u e d t h i s 12^ d a y o f D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 4 , Q u e z o n C i t y , 
P h i l i p p i n e s . 

MA. V I C T O R I A V . C A R D O N A 
C o m m i s s i o n e r 

17 
Cruz, Constitutional Law, 2007 ed., p. 4 9 / 

Sec. 3, Art. XIII, 1987 Philippine Constitution 

Carlos Supbrdrug Corporation vs. DSWD, et a!., G.R. No. 166494, 29 June 2007 
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