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AN ACT PROVI DI NG FOR AN ORGANI C ACT FOR THE
AUTONOMOUS REG ON | N MUSLI M M NDANAO

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
Phi li ppi nes in Congress assenbl ed:

PREAMBLE

The peopl e of the Autononpus Region in Mislim M ndanao,
inmploring the aid of Alm ghty God, in order to develop a just and
humane soci ety and establish an Aut ononbus Regi onal Gover nnment
that is truly reflective of their ideals and aspirations within
the framework of the Constitution and national sovereignty, as
well as the territorial integrity of the Republic of the
Phi |i ppi nes, and to secure to thensel ves and their posterity the
bl essi ngs of autonony, denocracy, peace, justice and equality, do
ordain and promul gate this Organic Act through the Congress of the
Phi | i ppi nes.

ARTI CLE
NAME AND PURPOCSE

SECTION 1. The name of the Autonomous Region shall be the
Aut ononpus Regi on in Mislim M ndanao unl ess provi ded ot herw se by



Congress upon the recomendati on of the Regional Legislative
Assenbl y.

SEC. 2. It is the purpose of this Oganic Act to establish the
Aut ononpus Regi on in Mislim M ndanao, to provide its basic
structure of government within the framework of the Constitution
and national sovereignty and the territorial integrity of the
Republic of the Philippines, and to ensure the peace and equality
before the | aw of all people in the Autononobus Region.

ARTI CLE 11

THE AUTONOMOUS REG ON
Area and Seat of Government

SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created the Autononbus Region in
Musl i m M ndanao, to be conposed of provinces and cities voting
favorably in the plebiscite called for the purpose, in accordance
with Section 18, Article X of the Constitution

(2) The plebiscite shall be conducted in the provinces of
Basi | an, Cot abato, Davao del Sur, Lanao del Norte, Lanao del Sur
Magui ndanao, Pal awan, South Cotabato, Sultan Kudarat, Sul u,
Tawi - Tawi , Zamboanga del Norte, and Zanmboanga del Sur, and the
cities of Cotabato, Dapitan, Dipolog, General Santos, I|ligan,
Mar awi , Pagadi an, Puerto Princess, and Zanmboanga.

SEC. 2. The Regional Legislative Assenbly, hereinafter referred
to as the Regional Assenbly, shall fix by law the pernmanent seat
of governnent for the Autononobus Region in Mislim M ndanao, taking
into consideration accessibility and efficiency in carrying out
its mandate under this Act: Provided, That the provisional seat of
t he Regi onal Governnent shall be in Cotabato City.

ARTI CLE 111
GUI DI NG PRI NCI PLES AND POLI CI ES

SECTION 1. The area of the Autononmous Region in Mislim M ndanao
shall remain an integral and inseparable part of the nationa
territory of the Republic of the Philippines as defined by the
Constitution and existing | aws.

The peopl e of the Autonomous Regi on shall uphold the
Constitution as the fundanental |aw of the |and and unequi vocally
owe allegiance and fidelity to the Republic of the Philippines.

The Autononous Regi on shall be governed and adm nistered in
accordance with this Organic Act.

SEC. 2. The Regi onal Governnent shall adopt the policy of
settl enent of conflicts by peaceful nmeans, and renounce any form
of |l awl ess violence as an instrument of redress.



SEC. 3. The Regi onal Governnent shall adopt a policy on |loca
aut ononmy whereby regional powers shall be devolved to |oca
government units where appropriate: Provided, however, That unti
a regional law inplenenting this provision is enacted, the Loca
Gover nment Code shall be applicable.

SEC. 4. Highly urbanized cities within the Autononpus Regi on
shall continue to be governed by their charters. Nothing in this
Act shall be construed as to dimnish the powers and functions
al ready enjoyed by these cities.

SEC. 5. The Regi onal Governnment shall adopt nmeasures to ensure
nmut ual respect for and protection of the distinct beliefs,
custons, and traditions anong its inhabitants in the spirit of
unity in diversity and peaceful coexistence: Provided, That no
person in the Autononous Region shall, on the basis of creed,
religion, ethnic origin, parentage or sex, be subjected to any
form of discrimnation.

SEC. 6. The Regi onal Governnent shall adopt educational policies
that are responsive to and reflective of the special needs of the
people, with due respect to the beliefs, custons and traditions of
t he inhabitants of the Region.

SEC. 7. The Regi onal Governnent shall endeavor to inprove the
wel |l -being of all its constituents, particularly the marginalized,
deprived, disadvantaged, underprivil eged and di sabl ed.

SEC. 8. Subject to the provisions of the Constitution and this
Organic Act, and national devel opment policies and prograns, the
Regi onal Governnent shall have authority, power and right in the
expl oration, devel opnent and utilization of its natural resources:
Provi ded, That the indigenous cultural comunities shall have
priority rights in the areas designated as parts of the ancestra
domai n.

SEC. 9. The Autononpus Region shall provide manpower training
programnms, create |livelihood and job opportunities, allocate
equitable preferential rights to its inhabitants, and adopt |aws
that will safeguard the rights of workers.

SEC. 10. The Regi onal Governnent shall uphold and protect the
fundamental rights of wonmen and children. In no case shall wonen
and children be exploited, abused or discrimnated against.

SEC. 11. The Regi onal Governnent shall provide, nmaintain, and
ensure the delivery of basic health educati on and services.

SEC. 12. The Regi onal Governnent shall provide incentives for
pronpt paynment of taxes.

SEC. 13. The National Governnent shall provide financia
assi stance to the Autononous Regi on by appropriating such suns as
may be necessary to accel erate the devel opnent of the Region.



ARTI CLE |V
DEVOLUTI ON OF POVERS

SECTION 1. The fundanental rights and duties of the people in
t he Aut ononpus Regi on are those established in the Constitution
and this Organic Act.

SEC. 2. The powers devolved to the Autononous Region shall be
exerci sed through the Regi onal Assenbly, the Regi onal Governor
and the special courts as provided in this Act.

ARTI CLE V
POVNERS OF GOVERNMENT

SECTION 1. The Regi onal Governnent shall exercise powers and
functi ons necessary for the proper governance and devel opnment of
all the constituent units within the Autononous Regi on consi stent
with the constitutional policy on regional and |ocal autonomny and
decentralization: Provided, That nothing herein shall authorize
the dim nution of the powers and functions already enjoyed by
| ocal governnment units.

SEC. 2. The Autononous Region is a corporate entity with
jurisdiction in all matters devolved to it by the Constitution and
this Organic Act as herein enunerated:

(1) Administrative organi zation;

(2) Creation of sources of revenues;

(3) Ancestral domain and natural resources;

(4) Personal, famly and property rel ations;

(5) Regional urban and rural planning devel opnent;

(6) Econonic, social, and tourism devel oprnent;

(7) Educational policies;

(8) Preservation and devel opnent of the cultural heritage;

(9) Powers, functions and responsibilities now being exercised
by the departnents of the National Government except:

(a) Foreign affairs;
(b) National defense and security;

(c) Postal service;



(d) Coinage, and fiscal and nonetary policies; (e)
Admi nistration of justice;

(f) Quarantine;

(g) Custons and tariff;

(h) Citizenship

(i) Naturalization, inmmgration and deportation;
(j) Ceneral auditing, civil service and el ections;
(k) Foreign trade;

(I') Maritime, land and air transportation and comuni cati ons
that affect areas outside the Autononous Region; and

(m Patents, trademarks, tradenanes, and copyrights; and

(10) Such other matters as may be authorized by |law for the
promoti on of the general welfare of the people of the Region

SEC. 3. The Regi onal Governnment nay exercise the power of
em nent domai n.

ARTI CLE VI
| NTER- GOVERNMENTAL RELATI ONS

SECTION 1. The President of the Philippines shall exercise
general supervision over the Regional Government, including the
| ocal government units therein, directly or through the Regiona
Governor, to ensure that national and regional |aws are faithfully
execut ed.

SEC. 2. The Regi onal Governnent shall maintain close
coordination with the National CGovernment for the orderly
managenment of the special courts within the Autonomous Region.

ARTI CLE VI |
THE LEQ SLATI VE DEPARTMENT

SECTION 1. The | egislative power shall be vested in the Regi ona
Assenbly, except to the extent reserved to the people by
provisions on initiative and referendum as provi ded by | aw

SEC. 2. The Regi onal Assenbly nay create, divide, nerge, abolish
or substantially alter boundaries of any nunicipality or barangay
in accordance with the criteria |aid down by existing | aw subj ect
to approval by a majority of the votes cast in a plebiscite in the
political units directly affected. It may al so change the nanmes of
such | ocal governnment units, public places and institutions.



SEC. 3. The Regi onal Assenbly shall approve the budget of the
Aut ononpus Regi on.

SEC. 4. The Regi onal Assenbly shall be conposed of Menbers
el ected by popul ar vote, with three (3) nmenbers el ected from each
of the congressional districts.

SEC. 5. The Menbers of the Regional Assenbly shall have a term
of three (3) years which shall begin, unless otherw se provided by
l aw, at noon on the 31st day of March next followi ng their
el ecti on.

No Menmber of the Regional Assenbly shall serve for nore than
three (3) consecutive terms. Voluntary renunciation of or renobva
fromoffice for any length of time shall not be considered as an
interruption in the continuity of his service for the full term
for which he was el ected.

SEC. 6. In case of vacancy in the Regional Assenbly occurring at
| east one year before the expiration of the termof office, a
speci al election shall be called to fill the vacancy in the manner
prescri bed by regional |aw Provided, That the Menber el ected
shall serve only for the unexpired term

SEC. 7. No person shall be a Menber of the Regional Assenbly
unl ess he is:

(1) A natural-born citizen of the Philippines;

(2) At least twenty-one (21) years of age on the day of the
el ecti on;

(3) Able to read and wite;

(4) Aregistered voter of the district in which he shall be
el ected on the day he files his certificate of candidacy; and

(5) A resident thereof for a period of not less than five (5)
years i medi ately preceding the day of the el ection.

SEC. 8. Every Menber of the Regional Assenbly shall take an oath
or affirmation of allegiance to the Republic of the Philippines
before taking his seat.

SEC. 9. Unless otherw se provided by Congress, a Menber of the
Regi onal Assenbly shall receive an annual salary of One hundred
twenty thousand pesos (P120, 000.00) except the Speaker of the
Regi onal Assenbly who shall receive an annual salary of One
hundred forty-four thousand pesos (P144,000.00). They shall not
receive during their tenure any other enolunents fromthe
Gover nnent .

SEC. 10. Any Menber of the Regional Assenmbly who accepts an



appoi ntnent and qualifies for any position in the Government,

i ncl udi ng governnent -owned or controlled corporations or their
subsidiaries, shall automatically forfeit his seat in the Regiona
Assenbl y.

SEC. 11. Al Menmbers of the Regional Assenbly shall, upon their
assunption of office, make a full disclosure of their financia
and business interests, including those of their spouses and
unmarried children under eighteen (18) years of age living in
their househol ds. They shall notify the Assenbly of any potentia
conflict of interest that nmay arise fromthe filing of neasures of
whi ch they are authors.

Any Menber found guilty of non-disclosure as required under this
section may be expelled by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of all the
Menbers of the Regional Assenbly, without prejudice to his other
liabilities under pertinent |egislation.

SEC. 12. No Menber of the Regional Assenbly may personally
appear as counsel before courts of justice or quasi-judicial and
ot her adm nistrative bodies. Neither shall he, directly or
indirectly, be interested financially in any contract with, or in
any franchise or special privilege granted by the Governnent, or
any subdivi sion, agency or instrunmentality thereof, including any
gover nment - owned or controlled corporation or its subsidiary,
during his termof office. He shall not intervene in any matter
before any office of the Governnment for his pecuniary benefit or
where he may be called upon to act on account of his office.

SEC. 13. No Menber shall be questioned or be held liable in any
ot her place for any speech or debate in the Assenbly or in any
conmittee thereof.

SEC. 14. The Regi onal Assenbly shall adopt its own rul es of
procedure by a majority vote of all its Menbers including the
sel ection of nmenbers of its standing conmittees and the suspension
or expul sion of its Menbers.

The Regi onal Assenbly shall elect fromanong its Menbers a
Speaker and such other officers as the rules nay provide.

A majority of all the Menbers of the Assenmbly shall constitute a
quorumto do business, but a snaller nunber may adjourn from day
to day and nmay conpel the attendance of absent Members in such
manner, and under such penalties, as the Assenbly may provide.

The Regi onal Assenbly or any of its committees nay conduct
inquiries or public consultations in aid of legislation in
accordance with its rules. The rights of persons appearing in or
af fected by such inquiries shall be respected.

The Regi onal Assenbly shall keep a Journal of its proceedi ngs
and a record of its caucuses and neetings. The records and books
of accounts of the Assenbly shall be preserved and be open to



public scrutiny. The Conmm ssion on Audit shall publish an annua
report of the itemized Iist of expenditures incurred by the
Menbers of the Assenbly within sixty (60) days fromthe end of
every regul ar session.

SEC. 15. The Regi onal Assenbly may request the presence of the
Regi onal Governor, Regional Vice-Governor, Cabinet nenbers or
their deputies, as the rules shall provide, for questioning on
matters falling within the scope of their responsibilities.

Subj ect to the rules of the Regional Assenbly, the |egislative
power to inquire on matters relating to the exercise of
adm ni strative functions by an agency of governnent within the
Aut ononpus Regi on shall be in the formof witten questions.

SEC. 16. Except as provided by its rules, the Regional Assenbly
shall neet in open session. Regular sessions shall commence on the
4t h Monday of April and shall continue to be in session for such
nunber of days as may be determ ned by the Assenbly until thirty
(30) days before the opening of its next regular session,
excl usive of Saturdays, Sundays, and |egal holidays.

The Regi onal Assenbly may nmeet in special sessions at the
request of one-third (1/3) of all its Menbers or by call of the
Regi onal Governor. Such special session nust be convened with a
speci fi c agenda.

SEC. 17. No bill shall becone a | aw of regional application
unl ess it has passed three (3) readi ngs on separate days, and
printed copies thereof inits final form have been distributed to
its Members three (3) days before its passage, except when the
Regi onal Governor certifies to the necessity of its i mmedi ate
enactnent to neet a public calamty or energency.

SEC. 18. Every bill passed by the Regional Assenbly shall
before it beconmes a |law, be presented to the Regional Governor. |f
he approves the sanme, he shall sign it; otherwise, if the bil
contains ultra vires provisions, or if he finds it objectionable
on policy grounds, or both, he shall veto it and return it with
hi s objections to the Regional Assenbly, which shall enter the
objections at large in its Journal and proceed to reconsider it.
If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds (2/3) of all the
Menbers of the Regional Assenbly shall agree to pass the bill, it
shall become a law. In all such cases, the vote shall be
deternm ned by yeas or nays, and the nanes of the Menbers voting
for or against shall be entered in the Journal. The Regi ona
Governor shall communi cate his veto of any bill to the Regiona
Assenbly within thirty (30) days after the date of receipt
thereof; otherwise, it shall becone a law as if he had signed it.

SEC. 19. The Speaker of the Regional Assenbly shall, within ten
(10) working days from approval thereof, submit to the President
and to both Houses of Congress a certified true copy of all |aws
and resol utions approved by the Regi onal Assenbly.



ARTI CLE VI ||
THE EXECUTI VE DEPARTMENT

SECTION 1. The -executive power shall be vested in a Regiona
Governor who shall be elected at large by direct vote of the
peopl e of the Autononmous Regi on.

SEC. 2. The Regi onal Governor shall be assisted by a Cabinet of
nine (9) nenbers, at least four of whom shall preferably cone from
i ndi genous cultural comrunities: Provided, That the menbers shall
as far as practicable, come fromvarious provinces and cities
wi t hin the Autononmous Region.

The nenbers of the Cabinet mist be registered voters and
residents of the Region for at |least five (5) years inmediately
precedi ng their appointnent.

The Regi onal Governor shall appoint the nmenbers of the Cabinet
subject to confirmation by the Regi onal Assenbly.

SEC. 3. No person may be el ected Governor of the Autononobus
Regi on unless he is a natural-born citizen of the Philippines, a
regi stered voter of the Autononbus Region, able to read and wite,
at least thirty-five (35) years of age on the day of the election,
and a resident of the Autononous Region for at |east five (5)
years i medi ately preceding the el ection.

SEC. 4. There shall be a Vice-Governor of the Autononous Region
who shall have the sane qualifications and term of office and be
elected with and in the sane manner as the Regional CGovernor. He
may be renoved fromoffice in the sane manner as the Regi ona
Governor. The Vice-Governor nay be appointed as a nenber of the
Regi onal Cabi net without need of confirmation by the Regi ona
Assenbl y.

SEC. 5. The Vice-Governor shall |ikew se be elected by direct
vote of the people of the Autononmous Regi on.

SEC. 6. (1) The termof office of the Governor and Vice-CGovernor
shall be for a period of three (3) years which shall begin at noon
on the 31st day of March next followi ng the day of the election
and shall end at noon of the sanme date three years thereafter

(2) No Governor or Vice-Governor shall serve for nore than two
(2) consecutive ternms. Voluntary renunciation of or renoval from
office for any length of time shall not be considered an
interruption in the continuity of the service for the full term
for which he was el ected.

SEC. 7. Before they enter on the execution of their office, the
Regi onal Governor and the Vice-Governor shall take the follow ng
oath or affirmation: "I do solemly swear (or affirm that | will



faithfully and conscientiously fulfill ny duties as Governor (or

Vi ce- Governor) of the Regional Autononpbus CGovernnent, preserve and
defend the Constitution of the Republic, the Organic Act for the
Aut ononpus Regi on, and the national and regional |laws, do justice
to every man, and consecrate nyself to the service of the

Aut ononpus Regi on and the nation. So help nme God." (In case of
Affirmation, |last sentence will be omtted.)

SEC. 8. Unless otherw se provided by Congress, the annua
conpensati on of the Regi onal Governor and Vice, Governor shall be
One hundred eighty thousand pesos (P180, 000.00) and One hundred
forty-four thousand pesos (P144,000.00), respectively. They shal
not receive during their tenure any other enolunments fromthe
Gover nnent .

SEC. 9. The Regi onal Governor shall be provided with a
reasonabl e housi ng all owance by the Regi onal Assenbly.

SEC. 10. In case of death, permanent disability, renpval from
of fice, or resignation of the Governor, the Vice-Governor shal
beconme the Governor to serve the unexpired term In case of death,
per manent disability, removal fromoffice, or the resignation of
both the Governor and the Vice-Governor, the Speaker of the
Regi onal Assenbly shall act as Governor until the Governor and
Vi ce- Gover-nor are elected and qualified in a special election
called for the purpose: Provided, That upon assunption as Acting
Governor, the Speaker of the Regional Assenbly shall tenporarily
vacate his position as such and an interim Speaker shall be
el ected: Provided, further, That upon the election and assunption
of office of the new Regional Governor, the Speaker shall reassune
his office.

No special election shall be called to fill a vacancy occurring
within one year imrediately preceding the next regular election

SEC. 11. In case of tenporary incapacity of the Regiona
Governor to performhis duties on account of physical or |ega
causes, or when he is on official |eave of absence or on trave
outside the territorial jurisdiction of the Republic of the
Phi |'i ppi nes, the Vice-CGovernor, or if there be none or in case of
hi s permanent or tenporary incapacity or refusal to assune office,
t he Speaker of the Regional Assenbly shall exercise the powers,
duties and functions of the Regional Governor

SEC. 12. The Regi onal Governor or the Vice-CGovernor nmay be
renmoved from office for cul pable violation of the Constitution or
this Organic Act, treason, bribery, graft and corruption, other
hi gh crimes, or betrayal of public trust by a three-fourths (3/4)
vote of all the Menmbers of the Regional Assenbly.

The Regi onal Assenbly nmay initiate the renoval of the Regiona
Governor or the Vice-Governor under this Section by a majority
vote of all its Menbers



The Regi onal Assenbly shall pronul gate the necessary rules to
carry out effectively the purposes of this Section. SEC. 13. The
Regi onal Governor or the Vice-CGovernor nmay be recall ed once during
his termof office for |oss of confidence.

The Regi onal Assenbly shall provide the procedure and system
whereby such recall can be nade: Provided, That no recall shal
take place within one year fromthe date of the official's
assunption of office or one year inmediatety preceding a regiona
el ecti on.

SEC. 14. The Regi onal Governor, the Vice-CGovernor, and the
Menbers of the Cabinet and their deputies shall not hold any other
of fice or enploynent during their tenure. They shall not, during
said tenure, directly or indirectly, practice any other
prof ession, participate in any business, or be financially
interested in any contract with, or in any franchi se. or specia
privilege granted by the Government or any subdivi sion, agency, or
instrumentality thereof, including governnment-owned or controlled
corporations or their subsidiaries. They shall strictly avoid
conflicts of interest in the conduct of their office. The spouse
and relatives by consanguinity or affinity within the fourth civi
degree of the Governor shall not, during his tenure, be appointed
menbers of the regional Cabinet or chairnen of regiona
conmmi ssi ons, or heads of bureaus or offices, including
gover nment - owned or controlled corporations and their subsidiaries
| ocated in the Autononous Region.

SEC. 15. Appointnents extended by the Acting Governor within
ninety (90) days before the assunption of office by the elected
Governor shall remain effective, unless revoked by the el ected
Governor within ninety (90) days from such assunption or
reassunption of office.

SEC. 16. The Regi onal Governor shall not issue appointnents,
renmove personnel, or, unless authorized by the Comr ssion on
El ecti ons, undertake public works projects, within the prohibited
period before and after a regional election as provided by | aw

SEC. 17. The Regi onal Governor shall appoint, in addition to the
menbers of the Cabinet, their deputies, the chairmen and nenbers
of the conm ssions and the heads of bureaus of the Regiona
Governnment, and those whom he nay be authorized by regional |law to
appoi nt. The Regi onal Assenbly may, by |aw, vest the appointnment
of other officers or officials lower in rank in the heads of
departnments, agencies, conm ssions, or boards.

SEC. 18. Subject to the exceptions provided for in this Organic
Act, the Regional Governor shall have control of all the regiona
executive conm ssions, boards, bureaus and offices. He shal
ensure that the laws be faithfully executed. The Regi onal Governor
shal | exercise general supervision over the |ocal governnent units
wi t hin the Autononous Region: Provided, however, That nothing
herein shall authorize the dimnution of the powers and functions



al ready enjoyed by | ocal government units.

SEC. 19. (1) The Regional Governor shall submit to the Regiona
Assenbly not later than two (2) nonths before the begi nning of
every regul ar session, as the basis of the regi onal appropriations
bill, a budget of expenditures and sources of finaicing, including
recei pts fromexisting and proposed revenue neasures.

The fiscal year of the Autononous Region shall cover the period
April 1 to March 31 of the succeedi ng year

(2) The Regional Assenbly may not increase the appropriations
recommended by the Regional Governor for the operation of the
Aut ononpus Governnent as specified in the budget. The form
content and manner of preparation of the budget shall be
prescri bed by regional |aw Provided, however, That pending the
enact nent of such regional |aw, the budgeting process shall be
governed by existing national |aws and rul es and regul ati ons
prescri bed by the Departnment of Budget and Managemnent.

(3) No provision or enactnment shall be enmbraced in the regiona
appropriations bill unless it relates specifically to sone
particul ar appropriation therein, Any such provision or enactnent
shall be limted in its operation to the appropriation to which it
rel ates.

(4) The procedure in approving appropriations for the Regi ona
Assenbly shall strictly follow the procedure for approving
appropriations for other departnments and agenci es of the Regiona
Gover nnent .

(5) A special appropriations bill shall specify the purpose for
which it is intended, and shall be supported by funds actually
avail able as certified by the Regional Treasurer, or to be raised
by a correspondi ng revenue proposal therein.

(6) No regional |aw shall be passed authorizing any transfer of
appropriations; however, the Regional Governor may, by regiona
| aw, be authorized to augnment any itemfor his office from savings
in other itens of the appropriations for his office.

(7) Discretionary funds appropriated for particular officials
shall be disbursed only for public purposes to be supported by
appropriate vouchers and subject to such guidelines as nay be
prescri bed by regional |aw

SEC. 20. If, by the end of any fiscal year, the Regiona
Assenbly shall have failed to pass the regional appropriations
bill for the ensuing fiscal year, the Regional Appropriations Act
for the preceding fiscal year shall be deenmed automatically
reenacted and shall remain in force and effect until the regiona
appropriations bill is passed by the Regi onal Assenbly.

SEC. 21. The Regi onal Governor shall have the power to veto any



particular itemor items in an appropriation or revenue bill, but
the veto shall not affect the itemor items to which he does not
object. The veto may be reconsidered by the Assenbly by a vote of
two-thirds (2/3) of all its Menbers.

SEC. 22. (1) No noney shall be paid outof the Regional Treasury
except in pursuance of an appropriation nmade by regional law (2)
No public nmoney or property shall be appropriated, applied, paid
or enployed, directly or indirectly, for the use, benefit, or
support of any sect, church, denom nation, sectarian institution,
or systemof religion or of any priest, imm preacher, mnister
or other religious teacher or dignitary as such, except when such
priest, imm preacher, mnister or dignitary is assigned to the
regi onal police force or to any penal institution, or government
or phanage or | eprosariumw thin the Region

(3) Al nmoney collected on any regional tax levied for a specia
purpose shall be treated as a special fund and paid out for such
speci al purpose only. If the purpose for which a special fund was
created has been fulfilled or abandoned, the bal ance, if any,
shall accrue to the general funds of the Regional Governnent.

(4) No funds or resources shall be disbursed unless duly
approved by the Regi onal Governor or by his duly authorized
representative.

(5) Trust funds shall only be paid out of the Regional Treasury
upon fulfillment of the specific purpose for which said funds were
created or received.

SEC. 23. The Regi onal Governor shall informthe Regiona
Assenbly every quarter on the conduct of regional affairs and the
state of regional finances.

SEC. 24. The financial accounts of the expenditures and revenues
of the Autononous Regi on shall be audited by the Conm ssion on
Audi t .

The financial accounts of the Autononmous Region, including al
paynments fromthe reserve fund, shall be subnitted by the Regiona
Governor to the Regional Assenbly, together with the statenment of
audit prepared by the Conm ssion on Audit within ten (10) working
days fromrecei pt thereof.

SEC. 25. The Regi onal Governor shall address the Regiona
Assenbly at the opening of its regular session. He may al so appear
before it at any other time. The Regional Assenbly may invite the
Presi dent and ot her governnment officials to address it. ARTICLE | X

ADM NI STRATI ON OF JUSTI CE
SECTION 1. The Suprene Court, the Court of Appeals and other

courts established by |aw shall continue to exercise their
judicial powers as provided by the Constitution and national |aws.



SEC. 2. There is hereby created a Shari'ah Appellate Court
whi ch, together with other Shari'ah and tribal courts, shall have
jurisdiction over cases involving persons, famly and property
rel ati ons.

The Regi onal Assenbly shall, in consultation with the Suprene
Court, determ ne the nunber and the territorial jurisdiction of
t hese courts.

Shari' ah Appellate Court

SEC. 3. The Shari'ah Appellate Court shall be conposed of one
(1) Presiding Justice and two (2) Associate Justices. Any vacancy
shall be filled with-in ninety (90) days fromthe occurrence
t her eof .

SEC. 4. (1) The Justices of the Shari'ah Appellate Court shal
possess the same qualifications as those of the Justices of the
Court of Appeals and, in addition, shall also be |earned in
Islamic | aw and jurisprudence.

(2) The Menbers of the Shari'ah Appellate Court shall be
appointed by the President froma list of at |east three (3)
nom nees prepared by the Judicial and Bar Council. The nom nees
shall be chosen froma list of recomendees subnitted by the
Regi onal Assenbly. Such appoi ntnments need no confirmation.

SEC. 5. The Shari'ah Appellate Court shall have the follow ng
power s:

(1) Exercise original jurisdiction over petitions for
certiorari, prohibition, mandanus, habeas corpus, and other
auxiliary wits and processes in aid of its appellate
jurisdiction; and

(2) Exercise exclusive appellate jurisdiction over all cases
tried in the Shari'ah District Courts as established by | aw

SEC. 6. The decisions of the Shari'ah Appellate Court shall be
final and executory: Provided, however, That nothing herein
cont ai ned shall affect the original and appellate jurisdiction of
the Supreme Court as provided in the Constitution.

SEC. 7. The Presiding and Associate Justices of the Shari'ah
Appel l ate Court shall serve until they reach the age of seventy
(70) years, unless sooner renopved for cause in the sane manner as
Justices of the Court of Appeals or becone incapacitated to
di scharge the duties of their office.

SEC. 8. The Presiding Justice and Associ ate Justices of the
Shari'ah Appellate Court shall receive the sane conpensati on and
enjoy the same privileges as the Presiding Justice and Associ ate
Justices of the Court of Appeals, respectively.



SEC. 9. (1) The Supreme Court shall, upon recommendati on of the
Presi ding Justice of the Shari'ah Appellate Court, appoint the
court admnistrator and clerk of court of said Appellate Court.
Such ot her personnel as may be necessary for the Shari'ah
Appel l ate Court shall be appointed by the Presiding Justice of
said court.

(2) The pertinent provisions of existing |aw regarding the
qual i fications, appointnment, conpensation, functions, duties and
other matters relative to the personnel of the Court of Appeals
shall apply to those of the Shari'ah Appellate Court.

SEC. 10. The Menbers of the Shari"ah Appellate Court and of
ot her Shari'ah courts established by | aw shall not be designated
to any agency perform ng quasi-judicial or administrative
functions.

SEC. 11. The official seat of the Shari'ah Appellate Court
shall, unless the Supreme Court decides otherwi se, be in the seat
of the Autonomous Governnent.

SEC. 12. Proceedings in the Shari'ah Appellate Court and in the
Shari'ah | ower courts as are established in the Autononmous Region
shall be governed by such special rules as the Suprene Court may
promul gat e.

Shari'ah Courts

SEC. 13. The Shari'ah District Courts and the Shari'ah Circuit
Courts created under existing |aws shall continue to function as
provi ded therein. The judges of the Shari'ah courts shall have the
same qualifications as the judges of the Regional Trial Courts,
the Metropolitan Trial Courts or the Municipal Trial Courts as the
case nmay be. In addition, they nmust be learned in Islamc | aw and
jurisprudence.

Tri bal Courts

SEC. 14. There is hereby created a systemof tribal courts,
whi ch may include a Tribal Appellate Court for the indigenous
cultural conmunities in the Autononpus Regi on. These courts shal
determ ne, settle and decide controversi es and enforce decisions
i nvol ving personal, famly and property rights in accordance with
the tribal codes of these communities. The Regi onal Assenbly shal
define their conposition and jurisdiction in accordance with this
Act .

Jurisconsult in Islamc Law

SEC. 15. Provisions to put into effect the organization of the
O fice of Jurisconsult in Islamc Laws as established under
existing law and facilities for its proper functioning shal
receive priority consideration.



Customary Laws

SEC. 16. The Regi onal Assenbly shall provide for the
codi fication of indigenous |laws and conpil ation of customary | aws
in the Autononous Regi on.

Application and Interpretation of Laws

SEC. 17. (1) The provisions of the Mislim Code and the Triba
Code shall be applicable only to Miuslins and ot her nenbers of
i ndi genous cultural comrunities respectively and nothing herein
shall be construed to operate to the prejudice of non-Mislins and
nonmenbers of indigenous cultural conmunities.

(2) In case of conflict between the Muslim Code and the Triba
Code, the national |aw shall apply.

(3) In case of conflict between the Muslim Code or the Triba
Code on the one hand, and the national |aw on the other, the
|atter shall prevail

(4) Except in cases of successional rights, the regular courts
shall acquire jurisdiction over controversies involving rea
property | ocated outside the area of autonony.

SEC. 18. Subject to the provisions of the Constitution, the
Shari'ah courts shall interpret Islamc |aw based on sources such
as:

(1) Al-Qur'an (The Koran);
(2) Al -Sunnah (Prophetic traditions)
(3) Al-Qyas (Analogy) ; and

(4) Al-1jma (Consensus).

ARTI CLE X
FI SCAL AUTONOWY

SECTI ON 1. The Autonomous Region shall have the power to create
its own sources of revenues and to |levy taxes, fees and charges,
subj ect to such guidelines and |linmtations as the Constitution and
this Organic Act may provide, consistent with the basic policy of
| ocal autonomy.

SEC. 2. In enacting revenue-raising neasures, the Regiona
Assenbly shall observe the principle of unifornmity and equity in
taxation and shall not inpose confiscatory taxes or fees of any
ki nd. Income taxation, however, shall be solely the concern and
prerogative of the National Governnent.



The Regi onal Assenbly shall not revoke or anend, directly or
indirectly, any city or municipal ordinances inposing taxes or
fees on purely |l ocal businesses.

No tax, inpost or assessnent shall be inposed or charged upon
goods or nerchandi se coming into, going out of, or passing through
t he Autononpus Region to other places of the Philippines, and vice
versa.

SEC. 3. Al corporations, partnerships, and ot her business
entities directly engaged in business in the Autononpus Regi on
shall pay through the Regi onal Governnent that portion of their
annual inconme tax corresponding to the net incone generated from
busi ness done in the area of autonomny.

Al'l corporations, partnerships or business entities directly
engaged in business in the Autononmous Region shall pay their
correspondi ng taxes, fees, and charges in the province, city, or
muni ci pality where the establishnent is doing business.

SEC. 4. The sources of revenues of the Autononbus Regi on shal
i nclude, but are not linmted to, the follow ng:

(1) Taxes, except incone taxes, inposed by the Regiona
Gover nnent ;

(2) Fees and charges inposed by the Regi onal Governnent;

(3) Appropriations, internal revenue allotnments and ot her
budgetary allotnents fromthe Nati onal CGovernment;

(4) Shares in revenues generated fromthe oparations of public
utilities within the Autononmous Region; and (5) Block grants
derived from econom c agreenments or conventions authorized by the
Aut ononpus Regi on, donations, endowrents, foreign assistance, and
other forns of aid, subject to the Constitution and nationa
polici es.

SEC. 5. The total collections of a province or city from
nati onal internal revenue taxes, fees and charges, and taxes
i nposed on natural resources, shall be distributed as foll ows:

(a) Thirty percent (30% to the province or city;

(b) Thirty percent (30% to the Regional Governnent; and

(c) Forty percent (409 to the National Government.

The thirty percent (30% share of the province shall be
distributed equally as follows: ten percent (10% to the province,

ten percent (10% to the nunicipality and ten percent (10% to the
bar angay.



The thirty percent (30% share of the city shall be distributed
as follows: twenty percent (20% to the city and ten percent (10%
to the barangay.

The province or city concerned shall automatically retain its
share and renit the seventy percent (70% to the Regiona
Government, which shall, after deducting its share, remt the
bal ance to the National Governnent on a nonthly basis.

The rem ttance procedure within the Autononous Region shall be
in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the
Regi onal Governnent, and renmittances to the National Governnent by
the rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by the Departnent of
Fi nance.

SEC. 6. Subject to the Constitution and national policies, the
Regi onal Governnent shall evolve a system of econonic agreenents
and trade conpacts to generate block grants for regiona
i nvestments and i nprovenents of regional econonic structures.
These econom ¢ agreenents shall be authorized by regiona
| egi sl ati on or by executive agreenment. Pursuant to specific
recommendati ons fromthe Regional Planning and Devel opnent Board,
t he Regi onal CGovernnment shall assist |ocal government units in
their requirenments for counterpart funds for foreign-assisted
proj ects.

SEC. 7. Donations or grants to the Regi onal Governnent
exclusively to finance, to provide for, or to be used in
undertaki ng projects in education, health, youth and culture, and
in econom ¢ devel opnent, shall be deductible in full in
deternining the taxable incone of the donor or grantor

SEC. 8. The Regi onal Assenbly nmay grant exenptions from regi ona
taxes, only with the concurrence of a mpjority of all the Menbers
of the Assenbly.

SEC. 9. Foreign |loans may be contracted only in accordance with
the provisions of the Constitution and national |aws: Provided,
That the Regional Governor may contract donmestic | oans subject to
the approval by the Regional Assenbly.

ARTI CLE Xl

ANCESTRAL DOMVAI N, ANCESTRAL LANDS
AND AGRARI AN REFORM

SECTION 1. Subject to the Constitution and national policies,
t he Regi onal Governnment shall undertake nmeasures to protect the
ancestral domain and the ancestral |ands of indigenous cultura
conmuni ti es.

Al lands and natural resources in the Autononous Region that
have been possessed or occupi ed by indigenous cultural conmunities
since tine i menorial, except when prevented by war, force



maj eure, or other forns of forcible usurpation, shall formpart of
the ancestral donmin. Such ancestral donmain shall include pasture
| ands, worship areas, burial grounds, forests and fields, mnera
resources, except: strategic mnerals such as uranium coal

petrol eum and other fossil fuels, mineral oils, and all sources
of potential energy; |akes, rivers and | agoons; and nationa
reserves and marine parks, as well as forest and watershed
reservations.

Lands in the actual, open, notorious, and uninterrupted
possessi on and occupation by an indigenous cultural comunity for
at least thirty (30) years are ancestral | ands.

SEC. 2. The constructive or traditional possession of |ands and
resources by an indigenous cultural conmunity may al so be
recogni zed subject to judicial affirmation, the petition for which
shall be instituted within a period of ten (10) years fromthe
effectivity of this Act. The procedure for judicial affirmation of
i mperfect titles under existing |laws shall, as far as practicable,
apply to the judicial affirmation of titles to ancestral | ands.

The foregoing provisions notw thstanding, titles secured under
the Torrens system and rights already vested under the provisions
of existing |laws shall be respected.

SEC. 3. As used in this Act, the phrase "indi genous cultura
comunity" refers to Filipino citizens residing in the Autonomous
Regi on who are:

(1) Tribal peoples whose social, cultural and econonic
conditions distinguish themfrom other sectors of the nationa
comunity and whose status is regulated wholly or partially by
their own custons or traditions or by special |laws or regul ations;
and

(2) Bangsa Moro peopl e regarded as indi genous on account of
their descent fromthe popul ations that inhabited the country or a
di stinct geographical area at the tinme of conquest or col onization
and who, irrespective of their legal status, retain sonme or all of
their own socioecononic, cultural and political institutions.

SEC. 4. The customary |laws, traditions, and practices of
i ndi genous cultural comunities on |and clains and ownership and
settl enent of |and disputes shall be inplenmented and enforced
anong the menmbers of such conmunity.

SEC. 5. The Regi onal Governnment shall require corporations,
conpani es and other entities within the ancestral domain of the
i ndi genous cul tural comruniti es whose operations adversely affect
t he ecol ogi cal balance to take the necessary preventive neasures
and safeguards in order to nmaintain such a bal ance.

SEC. 6. Unless authorized by the Regi onal Assenbly, |ands of the
ancestral domain titled to or owned by an indigenous cultura



comunity shall not be disposed of to nonnenbers.

SEC. 7. No portion of the ancestral domain shall be open to
resettl ement by nonnenbers of the indigenous cultural comunities.

SEC. 8. Subject to the Constitution and national policies, the
Regi onal Assenbly shall enact an Agrarian Reform Law suitable to
the special circunstances prevailing in the Autononous Region

ARTI CLE XI |
URBAN AND RURAL PLANNI NG AND
DEVELOPMENT

SECTION 1. The Regi onal Governnent shall pronote and formul ate
conprehensive and integrated regional urban and rural devel opnent
policies, plans, prograns and projects responsive to the needs,
aspirations and val ues of the people within the Region.

SEC. 2. Inmediately after its organization, the Regiona
Governnment shall initiate, fornulate and inpl ement specia
devel opnent prograns and projects, responsive to the particul ar
aspirations, needs and val ues of the indigenous cultura
conmuni ti es.

SEC. 3. The Regi onal Governnent shall provide equitable
opportunities for the devel opnent of every province, city,
nmuni ci pality and barangay within its jurisdiction and shal
strengthen their existing planning bodies to ensure wi der public
partici pation.

SEC. 4. Consistent with the Constitution and national policies,
and subject to ecol ogi cal considerations., the Regional Governnent
shal | adopt and inplenment a conprehensive urban |and reform and
| and use program to ensure the just utilization of lands within
its jurisdiction.

SEC. 5. There is hereby created a Regi onal Planning and
Devel opnent Board which shall be conmposed of all the provincia
governors and city mayors, two (2) nenbers of the Regiona
Assenbly to be designated by the Speaker, and such other nenbers
as may be prescribed by the Regional Assenbly: Provided, That the
private sector shall be represented therein

The Board shall serve as the planning, nonitoring and
coordi nati ng agency for the Autononopus Region. It shall identify,
eval uate, and recomrend t he annual work prograns and conprehensive
devel opnent plans of the Autononous Region to the Regiona
Assenbly, to ensure their proper inplenentation

The Board shall forrmulate a Magna Carta for the Devel opnent of
the Region to serve as the master plan for a systematic,
progressive and total devel opment of the Region.

ARTI CLE XI ']



ECONOMY AND PATRI MONY

SECTION 1. Consistent with the Constitution and nationa
policies, the Regional Governnment may enact regional |aws
pertaining to the national econony and patrinony applicable and
responsi ve to the needs of the Region. However, nothing herein
shall be construed as to authorize the Regional Governnent to
require | esser standards respecting the protection, conservation
and enhancenent of the natural resources than those required by
t he Nati onal Covernnent.

SEC. 2. Except for strategic mnerals such as uranium coal
petrol eum and other fossil fuels, mneral oils, all sources of
potential energy, as well as national reserves and aquatic parks,
forest and watershed reservations as nay be delimted by nationa
I aw, the control and supervision over the exploration, utilization
and devel opnment of the natural resources of the Autononmous Region
is hereby del egated to the Regional Governnent in accordance with
the Constitution and national |aws.

The Regi onal Assenbly shall have the authority to grant
franchi ses and concessi ons but the Regi onal Governor may, by
regional |aw, be authorized to grant |leases, pernits and |icenses:
Provi ded, That, any |ease, permt, franchise or concession shal
cover an area not exceeding the linmts allowed by the Constitution
and shall subsist for a period not exceeding twenty-five (25)
years: Provided, further, That existing | eases, permts, licenses,
franchi ses and concessions shall be respected until their
expiration unless legally term nated as provided by |law. and
Provi ded, finally, That 'Wen the natural resources are |ocated
within the ancestral donmin, the permt, license, franchise or
concession, shall be approved by the Regi onal Assenbly after
consultation with the cultural comunity concerned.

SEC. 3. The exploration, developnent and utilization of natura
resources, except those enunmerated in the first paragraph of
Section 2 hereof, shall be allowed to all Filipinos and to private
enterprises, including corporations, associations, cooperatives,
and such other simlar collective organi zations with at |east
si xty percent (60% of their capital investnment or capital stocks
directly controlled or owned by Filipinos who are preferably
residents of the Region.

SEC. 4. Smmll-scale mning shall receive support from and be
regul ated by the Regional Governnent, considering ecol ogica
bal ance, the safety and health and the interest of the conmunities
and the mners where such operations are conduct ed.

SEC. 5. The Regi onal Governnment may, in the intereat of regiona
wel fare and security, establish and operate pioneering public
utilities. Upon paynent of just conpensation, it may transfer the
ownership of such utilities to cooperatives or other collective
or gani zati ons



SEC. 6. The Regi onal Governnment may, in tinmes of regiona
energency declared by the President, when the public interest so
requi res and under reasonable term and safeguards prescri bed by
t he Regi onal Assenbly, tenporarily take over or direct the
operation of any privately-owned public utility or business
affected with public interest.

SEC. 7. The Regi onal Assenbly shall enact |aws for the just
conpensation, rehabilitation, relocation, and other simlar
nmeasures of inhabitants adversely affected in the harnessing of
natural and mnineral resources in the Region.

The Regi onal Assenbly shall |ikew se provide for the
rehabilitation of the areas affected by said harnessing of natura
and mneral resources in the Region.

SEC. 8. The Regi onal Governnent shall actively and i medi ately
pursue reforestation neasures to ensure that at least fifty
percent (50% of the | and surface of the Autononous Regi on shal
be covered with trees, giving priority to land strips along the
edges of rivers and streans and shorelines of |akes.

The Regi onal Governnment shall adopt neasures for the devel opnent
of | ands eighteen percent (18% in slope or over by providing
infrastructure, financial and technical support to upland
comunities especially the Lumads or tribal peoples.

SEC. 9. The Regi onal Governnent shall prohibit the use,
i mportation, deposit, disposal and dunping of toxic or hazardous
substances within the Autonomous Regi on.

SEC. 10. The Regi onal Governnent shall adopt policies to pronote
profit sharing and broaden the base of ownership of business
enterprises.

SEC. 11. The Regi onal Governnent shall provide incentives,
i ncludi ng tax holidays, for investors in businesses that wll
contribute to the devel opnment of the Region. It shall provide the
same incentives to all conpani es doing business in the Region
which reinvest at least fifty percent (50% of their net profits
therein, and to all cooperatives which reinvest at |east ten
percent (10% of their surplus into socially-oriented projects in
t he Regi on.

SEC. 12. The Regi onal Governnent shall give priority to the
establ i shnent of transportation and conmunication facilities for
t he economi ¢ devel opnent of the Region

SEC. 13. In the delivery of power services, priority shall be
given to provinces in the area of autononmy which do not have
direct access to such services.

SEC. 14. The Regi onal Governnent is hereby enpowered to create



pi oneering firnms and other business entities needed to boost
econoni ¢ devel opnent in the Region.

Agriculture, Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

SEC. 15. The Regi onal Governnent shall recogni ze, pronote and
protect the rights and welfare of farnmers, farmwrkers, fishernmen
and fishworkers, as well as farnmers' and fishworkers' cooperatives
and associ ati ons.

SEC. 16. The Regi onal Governnent shall encourage agricultura
productivity and pronmote a diversified and organic farm ng system

SEC. 17. The Regi onal Governnent shall give top priority to the
conservation, protection, utilization and devel opnent of soil and;
wat er resources for agricultural purposes.

SEC. 18. The Regi onal Assenbly shall enact an Aquatic and
Fi sheri es Code which shall enhance, devel op, conserve and protect
mari ne and aquatic resources, and shall protect the rights of
subsi stence fishernen to the preferential use of communal narine
and fishing resources, including seaweeds. This protection shal
extend to offshore fishing grounds, up to and including all waters
twelve (12) nautical mles fromthe coastline of the Autonomous
Region but within the territorial waters of the Philippines,
regardl ess of depth, the seabed and the subsoil that are included
between two (2) lines drawn perpendicular to the general coastline
from poi nts where the boundary |ines of the Autononpus Region
touch the sea at lowtide and a third line parallel to the genera
coastline.

Further, it shall provide support to subsistence fishernen
t hrough appropriate technol ogy and research, adequate fi nanci al
production and nmarketing assi stance and ot her services.

Fi shworkers shall also receive a just share fromtheir |abor in
the utilization of marine and fishing resources. Science,
technol ogy and ot her disciplines shall be devel oped and enpl oyed
to protect and nmmintain aquatic and marine ecol ogy.

SEC. 19. The Regional Assenbly may, by |law, create a Bureau on
Agriculture and Fisheries and define its conposition, powers and
functions.

Trade and I ndustry

SEC. 20. The Regi onal Governnent recogni zes the private sector
as the prinme nover of trade, commerce and industry. It shal
encourage and support entrepreneurial capability in the Region and
shall recogni ze, pronote and protect cooperatives.

SEC. 21. The Regi onal Governnent shall prompte and protect small
and nmedi um scal e cottage industries by providing assi stance such
as marketing opportunities, financial support, tax incentives,



appropriate and alternative technol ogy and technical training to
produced sem fini shed and fini shed products.

SEC. 22. The Regi onal Governnent shall give support and
encouragenent to, the establishnment of banks in accordance with
the principles of the Islamc banking system subject to the
supervi sion by the central nonetary authority of the Nationa
Gover nment

SEC. 23. Subject to national policies, the Regional Governnent
shall regulate traditional barter trade and countertrade with
nei ghbori ng countries.

SEC. 24. The Regi onal Governnent shall encourage pronote,
undertake and support the establishment of econonic zones,
i ndustrial centers and ports in strategic areas and growth centers
of the Region to attract local and foreign investnents and
busi ness enterprises.

SEC. 25. The Regi onal Governnent shall undertake neasures to
promot e consuner education and to ensure that the rights,
i nterests and general welfare of the consuners are protected.

SEC. 26. The Regi onal Governnent shall pronote th preferentia
use of |abor and locally produced goods and materials by adopting
nmeasures to increase their competitiveness.

SEC. 27. Subject to the Constitution and national policies, the
Regi onal Governnent shall regul ate and exercise authority over
foreign investnents within its jurisdiction in accordance with its
goals and priorities.

Touri sm Devel opnment

SEC. 28. The Regi onal Governnent shall, with the assistance of
the National Governnment and the participation of the private
sector, develop tourismas a positive instrunment toward
accel erated regi onal devel opnent. Tourism devel opnent shal
promote greater pride in and commtnment to the nation: Provided,
That the diverse cultural heritage, and noral and spiritual val ues
of the people in the Autononous Region shall be primarily
consi dered and respected.

SEC. 29. The Regional Assenbly may, by law, create a Tourism
O fice, and shall define its conposition, powers and functions.

ARTI CLE XIV
PUBLI C ORDER AND SECURI TY
SECTION 1. The Regi onal Governnent shall give priority to the
mai nt enance and preservation of peace and order and the protection

of life, liberty and property in the Autononobus Region, in
consonance with the provisions of the Constitution.



SEC. 2. The Regi onal Assenbly shall, by |law, create a Regi ona
Police Force as an integral part of the Philippine National Police
under the adm nistration and control of the National Police
Commi ssion. It shall be headed by a police conm ssioner with two
deputies, who shall all be inhabitants of the Autononous Regi on
to be appointed by the President of the Philippines upon
recommendati on of the Regi onal Governor.

SEC. 3. The regional police shall be under the supervision of
t he Regi onal Governor: Provided, That city or municipal nmayors,
who are hereby constituted as representatives of the Nationa
Pol i ce Conmi ssion, shall have operational control and supervision
of the police force within their constituent units in accordance
with law and appropriate rules and regul ati ons.

SEC. 4. The defense and security of the Autononous Regi on shal
be the responsibility of the National Governnent. Towards this
end, there is hereby created a regional command of the Arned
Forces of the Philippines for the Autononpus Regi on, which shal
be organi zed, mmintained and utilized in accordance with nationa
| aws. The National Government shall have the authority to station
and deploy in the Autononous Region sufficient elenments of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines: Provided, That inhabitants of the
Aut ononpus Regi on shall be given preference in assignnments
t herein.

SEC. 5. The provisions of the preceding sections
notwi t hst andi ng, the Regi onal Governor may request the President
of the Philippines to call upon the Armed Forces of the
Phi | i ppi nes:

(1) To prevent or suppress |aw ess violence, invasion or
rebellion, when the public safety so requires, in accordance with
the provisions of the Constitution;

(2) To suppress the danger to or breach of peace in the area of
aut onornry, when the police forces of the Autonomous Regi on are not
able to do so; or

(3) To avert any imrnent danger to public order and security in
the area of autonony.

SEC. 6. The Regi onal Governnment shall recognize indigenous
structures or systens which pronote peace and order

ARTI CLE XV

EDUCATI ON, SCI ENCE AND TECHNOLOGY,
ARTS AND SPORTS

SECTION 1. The Autononmous Region shall establish, maintain and
support a conplete and integrated system of quality education and
adopt an educational framework that is meaningful, relevant and



responsi ve to the needs, ideals and aspirations of the people in
t he Regi on.

Educati onal Policies

SEC. 2. Consistent with the basic State policy on education, the
Aut ononpus Regi on shall adopt the foll owi ng educational policies
and principles:

(1) Education in the Autononous Region shall be committed to the
total spiritual, intellectual, social, cultural, scientific and
physi cal devel opment of man, thus nmaki ng him a God-fearing,
peace-| oving, and work-oriented citizen of the nation

(2) Al schools in the Autononous Region shall inculcate
patriotismand nationalism appreciation of the role of nationa
and regional heroes in the historical devel opnent of the country
and region, foster |ove of humanity, respect for human rights, and
shall teach the rights and duties of citizenship, and the cultures
of the Muslims, Christians, and tribal peoples in the Region to
devel op, pronmote and enhance unity in diversity;

(3) The thrusts, prograns and adni ni stration of vocati onal
non-formal and special education shall be supported and nade
rel evant to the manpower needs of the Region

(4) A system of schol arship prograns, grants, student |oans,
subsi di es and other incentives shall be nade available to all poor
but deservi ng students;

(5) The active participation of the home, community, religious
organi zati ons and other sectors in the total educative process of
the child shall be encouraged and supported;

(6) (a) A regional |anguage nay be evol ved and devel oped from
the different dialects in the Region

(b) Filipino and English shall be the nmedia of instruction in
all schools in the Region. Major |anguages of the Region shall be
auxiliary media of instruction.

(c) The Arabic | anguage shall be a conpul sory subject for
Musl i ms and optional for non-Muslins in all schools in the Region;

(7) The education in the Autononous Region shall devel op
consi ousness and appreci ation of one's ethnic identity and shal
provi de a better understandi ng of each other's cultural heritage
for the attainnent of national unity and harnony;

(8) The Regi onal Governnent shall recognize the participation of
private institutions of |learning, including the Madaris (Arabic
school s), in providing quality education to the people of the
Regi on; and



(9) Unless otherw se provided by regional |aw, the Regiona
Government may i nplenent a four-year primary and a three-year
i nternedi ate education; a 2-2 secondary education; and a four-year
or nore college education in schools within the Region.

SEC. 3. The regional educational system shall develop curricula
that are relevant to the economic, social, political, cultural
noral and spiritual needs of the people in the Region.

Educati onal Structure

SEC. 4. The Regi onal Assenbly nmay, by law, create, support and
mai ntain a Departnent of Education, Culture and Sports, and shal
define its powers, functions and conposition

SEC. 5. State colleges and universities within the Autononous
Regi on shall enjoy academ c freedom and fiscal autonony and shal
continue to be governed by their respective charters: Provided,
That the regional Secretary of Education, Culture and Sports shal
be a nmenber of the governing boards of state colleges and
universities in the Autononous Region

SEC. 6. All state colleges and universities in the Autononous
Regi on shall assist and support the full devel opnent of the people
and shall serve as regional centers for tertiary and postgraduate
education in their respective areas of conpetence.

SEC. 7. The Regional Assenbly nay establish a tribal state
university systemw thin the Autononous Regi on

Madr asah Educati on

SEC. 8. Accredited madaris in the Autonomous Region, shall be
supervi sed by the Departnment of Education, Culture and Sports.

SEC. 9. Appropriate regional |laws shall be enacted for the
strengt heni ng and devel opnment of the nadrasah educati onal system
in the Autononous Regi on.

Sci ence and Technol ogy

SEC. 10. Science and technol ogy are recogni zed as essential to
nati onal and regi onal progress and devel opnent.

SEC. 11. The Regi onal Assenbly shall enact |aws that shall

(1) Gve priority to science, research, inventions, technogy,
education, and their devel opnent and utilization

(2) Provide incentives, including tax deductions and funding
assi stance, and encourage private participation in basic and
applied scientific researches;

(3) Regulate the transfer and pronote the adoption of technol ogy



fromall sources for regional benefit;

(4) Secure and protect the exclusive rights of scientists,
i nventors, scholars, witers, artists and other gifted citizens to
their intellectual properties; and

(5) Introduce the full and effective participation of al
sectors in the planning, programrng, coordination and
i mpl enmentation of scientific and technol ogi cal researches and the
acqui sition, adoption, innovation and application of science and
t echnol ogy for devel opnent.

Physi cal Education and Sports Devel opnent

SEC. 12. The educational system shall devel op and nei ntain an
i ntegrated and conprehensi ve physi cal education program It shal
devel op healthy, disciplined, creative, innovative, productive
i ndi vidual s, and pronote the spirit of sportsmanship, cooperation
t eamwor k, goodwi || and under st andi ng.

SEC. 13. The system shall encourage and support sports prograns,
| eague conpetitions, indigenous ganes, martial arts and amateur
sports, including training for regional, national and
i nternational conpetitions.

Cultural Heritage

SEC. 14. The cultural heritage of the people of the Autononmous
Regi on shall be an integral conponent of regional devel opnent.

SEC. 15. The Regi onal Governnent shall recognize, respect,
protect, preserve, revive, devel op, pronote and enhance the
culture, customs, traditions, beliefs and practices of the people
in the area of autonony. It shall encourage and undertake the
recovery, collection, collation and restoration of historical and
cultural properties for posterity.

SEC. 16. A Bureau on Cultural Heritage may be created to plan,
initiate, inplenent and janitor cultural prograns, projects and
activities that shall institutionalize the preservation and
enhancenent of the positive elenments of the indigenous culture of
the inhabitants of the Autononbus Region. It shall coordinate with
ot her concerned agenci es engaged in sinmlar and rel ated
activities.

ARTI CLE XVI

SOClI AL JUSTI CE, SERVI CES, | NSTI TUTI ONS,
AND OTHER CONCERNS

SECTION 1. The pronotion of social justice shall include the
commitrment to create social, political and econom ¢ opportunities
based on freedomof initiative, resourceful ness and self-reliance.



SEC. 2. (1) The Regi onal Assenbly shall, consistent with the
provi sions of the Constitution and national policies, enact
nmeasures to provide and expand health and wel fare services.

(2) The Regional Governnent shall establish and nmaintain an
effective food and drug regul atory system It shall encourage the
nati onal use of drugs through an essential drugs |list and the use
of generic nedicines or drugs, as well as pronote the use of
her bal nedi ci nes and i ndi genous health resources whenever
appropri ate.

(3) The Regional Assenbly shall enact further legislation on the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Child health and devel opnent, including the support of the
handi capped and ot her di sadvantaged persons in need of welfare
servi ces;

(b) Condition of wonmen and status of indigenous popul ation;

(c) Registration of births, nmarriages and deaths; and (d) Fixing
of regional public holidays.

SEC. 3. The Regi onal Governnent, in cooperation with the private
sector, shall evolve its own housing programthat will provide
adequate, |owcost, and decent housing facilities and other basic
services to the residents of the Region, especially the
under pri vi | eged.

SEC. 4. The Regional Assenbly shall within one (1) year fromits
organi zati on enact measures enbodyi ng reintegration prograns
responsive to the needs of returnees and rejoinees. A
rehabilitation program shall be provided for displaced persons or
conmunities and victinms of manmade or natural calamities.

SEC. 5. The Regi onal Governnent recognizes the Filipino famly
as the foundation of the nation. It shall strengthen its
solidarity and actively pronote its total devel opnment.

SEC. 6. The Regi onal Governnent recognizes the role of wonen in
nati on-buil di ng and regi onal devel opnent. It shall pronote their
wel | -being and ensure their fundanmental rights and equality with
men before the | aw.

The Regi onal Governnent shall take appropriate neasures agai nst
all forns of exploitation of and discrimnation agai nst wonen.

It shall ensure the representation of wonen in appropriate
deci si on and policy-nmaki ng bodi es.

SEC. 7. The Regi onal Governnent recognizes the vital role of the
youth in nation-building.

The Regi onal Assenbly may, by law, create the Ofice of Youth



Affairs and define its powers, functions and conposition.

SEC. 8. The Regi onal Governnent shall protect the rights of
peopl e's organi zations. SEC. 9. The Regi onal Governnent recognizes
| abor as a primary social economic force for devel opnment. It shal
afford full protection to | abor, promote full enploynment, ensure
equal work opportunities regardl ess of sex, race or creed, and
regul ate the rel ations between workers and enpl oyers.

The Regi onal Governnent shall ensure the right of labor to its
just share in the fruits of production, and the right of
enterprise to reasonable returns on investnments and to expansi on
and growt h.

SEC. 10. The Regi onal Assenbly may create a Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, and define its powers and functions, subject to the
Constitution, national |aws, and to the supervision of the
nati onal Conmi ssion on Human Ri ghts.

ARTI CLE XVI |
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

SECTION 1. The Regi onal Assenbly is hereby enmpowered to pass a
| aw adopting an official regional enmblem seal and hym.

SEC. 2. Al public officers and enpl oyees, as well as nenbers of
the regional police force and the military establishnent, shall be
required to take an oath of allegiance to the Republic of the
Phi | i ppi nes and to support and defend the Constitution and this
Organi c Act.

SEC. 3. No nenber of the Arnmed Forces of the Philippines in the
active service shall, at any tinme, be appointed or designated in
any capacity to a civilian position in the Autononobus CGovernment,
i ncl udi ng governnent -owned or controlled corporations, or in any
of their subsidiaries or instrumentalities within the Autononpus
Regi on.

SEC. 4. This Organic Act shall be officially promulgated in
Filipino, English and Arabic and translated into the dialects
wi dely spoken in the Autononobus Region. In case of conflict, the
English text shall prevail

ARTI CLE XVI |
AMENDMENTS OR REVI SI ONS
SECTION 1. Consistent with the provisions of the Constitution,
this Organic Act may be anmended or revised by the Congress of the
Phi li ppi nes upon a najority vote of the House of Representatives

and of the Senate voting separately.

SEC. 2. The Regi onal Assenbly shall have the power to initiate



proposal s for anendnent to or revisions of this Oganic Act by a
vote of three-fourths (3/4) of all its Menbers or it may call for
a Regional Consultative Conmi ssion to propose the anendnent or
revision. In any case, the anmendnent or revision shall require the
approval of the Congress of the Philippines.

SEC. 3. Any anmendnment to or revision of this Organic Act shal
become effective only when approved by a majority of the votes
cast in a plebiscite called for the purpose, which shall be held
not earlier than sixty (60) days or |ater than ninety (90) days
after the approval of such anendnent or revision.

ARTI CLE XI X
TRANSI TORY PROVI SI ONS

SECTION 1. (1) The existing Sangguni ang Panpook and the Lupong
Tagapagpaganap ng Pook of Regions I X and Xl|I shall be deened
abol i shed and the Menbers thereof considered as having ceased in
of fice upon the election and qualification of their successors as
provided in this Act.

(2) Al regular and permanent personnel of the Sangguni ang
Panmpook and Lupong Tagapagpaganap ng Pook of Regions | X and Xl
shall continue to hold office unleas they are replaced by the
Regi onal Governnent within six (6) nonths fromthe organization
t hereof; otherwi se, they shall be considered regul ar and pernanent
enpl oyees of the Regi onal Governnent.

Nothing in this Organic Act, however, shall derogate from any
right or privilege enjoyed by any public official or enployee
under existing |laws. Retiring enpl oyees shall be given ful
benefits under existing |laws. Those who opt to transfer to another
region shall be allowed, subject to the Civil Service |aws and
regul ati ons.

(3) Properties and assets of the present Autononobus CGovernnents
in Regions I X and XI| shall be turned over to the Regiona
Government. Those | ands, buil dings and ot her permanent structures
| ocated in the provinces or cities that do not vote favorably in
the plebiscite for the ratification of this Organic Act may be
acquired by the province or city concerned for val ue.

SEC. 2. Al personnel of the National Governnment and of
gover nment - owned or controlled corporations who are absorbed by
t he Regi onal Governnment shall retain their seniority rights,
conpensati on and ot her benefits.

SEC. 3. Wthin one (1) nonth fromthe organization of the
Regi onal Governnent, an Oversight Committee conposed of the
Executive Secretary as Chairman, the Secretary of Budget and
Managenment, the Secretary-Ceneral of the National Econom c and
Devel opnent Authority, the Regional Governor of the Autononmous
Regi on, the Speaker of the Regional Assenbly, two (2) Senators to



be designated by the Senate President and two (2) Representatives
to be designated by the Speaker of the House of Representatives,
as Menbers, shall be organized for the purpose of supervising the
transfer to the Autononous Regi on of such powers and functions
vested in it by this Organic Act and the appropriations of the

of fices or agencies, including the transfer of properties, assets
and liabilities, and such personnel as may be necessary; and of

i dentifying the other |ine agencies and governnent-owned or
controlled corporations that nmay be absorbed by the Regiona
Government and, with respect to the latter, also the ternms and
conditions of their turnover.

Wthin six (6) nonths after its organization, the Oversight
Committee shall submit its report and recommendations to the
Presi dent of the Philippines who shall act on the report and
recommendations within ninety (90) days after receipt thereof:
Provi ded, however, That if the President fails to act within said
period, the recommendati ons of the Oversight Committee shall be
deened approved.

SEC. 4. Upon the organization of the Autononobus Region, the |ine
agencies and offices of the National Governnent dealing with | oca
government, social services, science and technol ogy, | abor
natural resources, and tourism including their personnel
equi pnent, properties and budgets, shall be inmmediately placed
under the control and supervision of the Regional Government.

Ot her National Government offices and agencies in the Autononous
Regi on whi ch are not excluded under paragraph (9), Section 2,
Article V of this Oganic Act, together with their personnel
equi pment, properties and budgets, shall be placed under the
control and supervision of the Regional Government pursuant to a
schedul e prescribed by the Oversight Conmittee nmentioned in
Section 3, Article XIX of this Organic Act: Provided, however,

That the transfer of these offices and agencies and their
personnel, equi pment, properties and budgets shall be acconplished
within six (6) years fromthe organizati on of the Regiona

Gover nnent .

The Nati onal Covernnent shall continue such |evels of
expenditures as may be necessary to carry out the functions
devol ved under this Act: Provided, however, That the annua
budgetary support shall, as soon as practicable, termnate as to
the line agencies or offices devolved to the Regi onal Governnent.

SEC. 5. Notwithstanding the provisions of the precedi ng Section
the Governnent Service |nsurance System the Social Security
System the Pagtutul ungan-1kaw, Bangko, Industriya't Gobyerno
(PAG IBIG and other funds of similar trust or fiduciary nature
shall be exenpt fromthe coverage of this Organic Act.

SEC. 6. Pending the enactnent of a regional budgetary |aw, the
budgeti ng process of the Regional Governnent shall be governed by
pertinent rules and regul ati ons prescribed by the Departnent of



Budget and Managenent.

SEC. 7. The first regular elections of the Regi onal Governor
Vi ce- Governor and Menbers of the Regional Assenbly under this
Organic Act shall be held not earlier than sixty (60) days or
| ater than ninety (90) days after the ratification of this Act.
The Commi ssion on Elections shall pronul gate such rul es and
regul ati ons as nmay be necessary for the conduct of said election

SEC. 8. Wthin one (1) year fromits organization, the Regiona
Assenbly shall, by law, create a Code Comr ssion on Mislim Laws
and a Code Commi ssion on Tribal Laws which shall riot exceed three
(3) nmenbers per conmi ssion, and shall define their powers and
functions. The Code Conmi ssions shall codify tribal |aws and
Islamic aws and jurisprudence within three (3) years fromtheir
creation and submt the sane to the Regional Assenbly for
enactment into | aw

SEC. 9. The sumof Fifteen mllion pesos (P15,000, 000.00),
whi ch shall be charged against the Contingent Fund, is hereby
appropriated for the initial organizational requirenents of the
Regi onal Governnent, and funding for any deficiency shall be taken
from savings of the National Governnent: Provided, That Five
mllion pesos (P5,000,000.00) thereof shall be allotted to the
Conmmi ssion on El ections to undertake an information canpai gn on
this Organic Act: Provided, further, That the Comr ssion on
El ecti ons shall deternine the manner of canpaigning and the
deputi zati on of governnent agencies for the purpose: Provided,
finally, That the Conm ssion on Elections shall adopt neasures
that will ensure an inpartial information canpaign.

SEC. 10. The National Governnent shall, in addition to its
regul ar annual allotnment to the Autononous Region, provide the
Regi onal Governnent Two billion pesos (P2, 000,000, 000.00) as
annual assistance for five (5) years, to fund infrastructure
projects duly identified, endorsed and approved by the Regi ona
Pl anni ng and Devel oprment Board herein created: Provided, however,
That the annual assistance herein nmentioned shall be appropriated
and di sbursed through a Public Wrks Act duly enacted by the
Regi onal Assenbly: Provided, further, That this annual assistance
may be adj usted proportionately in accordance with the nunber of
provi nces and cities joining the Autononous Region: and Provided,
finally, That the national prograns and projects in the Autononobus
Regi on shall continue to be financed out of national funds.

SEC. 11. The provisions of this Oganic Act are hereby decl ared
to be separate and in the event one or nore of such provisions are
hel d unconstitutional, the validity of other provisions shall not
be affected thereby.

SEC. 12. Al |aws, decrees, orders, rules and regulations, and
all other issuances, or parts thereof, which are inconsistent Wth
this Organic Act are hereby repeal ed or nodified accordingly.



SEC. 13. The creation of the Autonomous Region in Miuslim
M ndanao shall take effect when approved by a ngjority of the
votes cast by the constituent units provided in paragraph (2) of
Sec. 1 of Article Il of this Act in a plebiscite which shall be
hel d not earlier than ninety (90) days or |ater than one hundred
twenty (120) days after the approval of this Act: Provided, That
only the provinces and cities voting favorably in such plebiscite
shall be included in the Autononobus Region in Mislim M ndanao. The
provinces and cities which in the plebiscite do not vote for
inclusion in the Autononous Region shall remain in the existing
admi ni strative regions: Provided, however, That the President may,
by adm ni strative deternination, nmerge the existing regions. SEC
14. This Act shall take effect after fifteen (15) days follow ng
its conplete publication in at least two (2) national newspapers
and one (1) local newspaper of general circulation in the
Aut ononpus Regi on.

Approved,

JOVI TO R SALONGA RAMON V. M TRA
Presi dent of the Senate Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves

This Act which is a consolidation of House Bill No. 22929 and
Senate Bill No. 907 was finally passed by both the House of
Representatives and the Senate on June 8, 1989.

EDW N P. ACOBA QUI RINO D. ABAD SANTGCS, JR
Secretary of the Senate Secretary of the House of
Represent ati ves

Approved: August 1, 1989

CORAZON C. AQUI NO
Presi dent of the Philippines



