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AN ACT ESTABLISHING RESOURCE CENTERS FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
TO ENHANCE AND ENSURE DELIVERY OF ESSENTIAL SERVICES, 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Explanatory  Note

R.A. 8371, otherw ise know n a s  the  ‘Indigenous Peoples Rights Act (IPRA), was 
enacted into law in 1997 to give effect to the constitu tiona l recognition and  
cognizance to the  estim ated  12 to 15 million Indigenous C ultu ra l Com m unities 
(ICCs)/Indigenous Peoples (IPs) p resen t in 65 of the  78 provinces in the 
country. Said law provides for the  creation of the  N ational Com m ission on 
Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) a s  its im plem enting agency. Eventually, various 
national, regional, g rassroo ts and  non-governm ent o rgan izations/netw orks 
were estab lished , all geared tow ards their recognition, prom otion and  well­
being. Likewise, n u m ero u s in te rnational trea ties, conventions an d  declarations 
w ith sim ilar objectives were en tered  into by the  governm ent.

Despite concerted efforts exerted by the  governm ent, in p a rtn e rsh ip  with 
various private organizations and  adequate  financial suppo rt from 
in ternational com m unities, still they rem ain  the  poorest an d  m arginalized 
sectors of ou r society. Basic services rem ain w anting in m ost geographically 
isolated an d  d isadvan taged  a reas (GIDAs). F u rther, the  reported serious 
h u m an  righ ts violations, d isp lacem ent from their an cestra l dom ain and  
destruction  of the ir n a tu ra l environm ent and  cu ltu ra l values, calls for an  
im m ediate and  d rastic  m easu res to ad d ress  the  sam e.

There is a  need to estab lish  Resource C enters in all IC C s/IPs, w hich are 
ethnographically  located, gender an d  righ ts based, a s  m ay be determ ined by 
the NCIP. The cen ters shall serve as access cen ters to enhance  deliveiy of 
basic, social, technical an d  legal services.

In view of the  foregoing, early passage of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.
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