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AN ACT TO INCLUDE ETHNIC ORIGIN IN THE NATIONAL SURVEY 
CONDUCTED BY THE PHILIPPINE STATISTICS AUTHORITY

E xplanatory Note

The 1987 Philippine C onstitu tion  m an d a tes  the  recognition an d  prom otion of 
the rights of indigenous cu ltu ra l com m unities and  the  developm ent of their 
cu ltu res, trad itions an d  in stitu tio n s w ithin the fram ew ork of na tional un ity  and  
development. It enjoins the  S tate  to pro tect the  righ ts of indigenous peoples to 
their ancestra l lands to en su re  their economic, social, an d  cu ltu ra l well-being.

The Indigenous Peoples’ R ights Act of 1997 (IPRA) or Republic Act 8371 fu rther 
streng thens th is  m anda te  by providing th a t, “the  S ta te  shall, w ith due 
recognition of the ir d istinc t charac teristics an d  identity, accord to the  m em bers 
of the Indigenous C u ltu ra l C om m unities (ICCs)/Indigenous Peoples (IPs) the 
rights, protections, and  privileges enjoyed by the re s t of the  citizenry. It shall 
extend to them  the sam e em ploym ent rights, opportun ities, basic services, 
educational an d  o ther righ ts and  privileges available to every m em ber of the 
society.” Moreover, the  law recognizes th a t, “IC C s/IPs have the right to special 
m easures for the  im m ediate, effective, and  continu ing  im provem ent of their 
economic and  social conditions, including a reas  of em ploym ent, vocational 
train ing  and  re tra in ing , housing, san ita tion , health , and  social security .”

The successful im plem entation  of laws, however well m eaning they are, is 
anchored  on the  possession  of relevant an d  accu ra te  d a ta , w hich is the basis of 
sound  policies th a t  in tu rn  are tran sla ted  into effective an d  targeted  action. To 
date , the governm ent, particu larly  the  National C om m ission on Indigenous 
Peoples (NCIP), relies on estim ates based  on ou tdated  figures. More th a n  a  
decade h as  p assed  since the  recognition of the righ ts of the  IPs th rough  the 
passage of IPRA b u t there  is still d isaggregated d a ta  on the  exact population of 
our indigenous b ro th ers  an d  sisters.

This bill seeks to formally include the  e thnicity  an d  e thno-linguistic  variable in 
our national cen su s . F urtherm ore, it requ ires th a t there  be enum era to rs or 
cen su s d a ta  ga therers who are  tra ined  by the NCIP on the different ethno- 
linguistic g roups all over the  coun try  and  the  p roper m an n e r of ask ing  
culturally-sensitive questions perta in ing  to ethnicity. It is only th rough  th is 
knowledge th a t we can  effectively m ake policies th a t will tru ly  prom ote their 
welfare and  ad d re ss  the ir p ressing  needs. In view of the  following, im m ediate 
passage of th is  bill is earnestly  sought.
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