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T h e C h a r t e r o f U n i t e d N a t i o n s r e a f f i r m s t h e S t a t e s ' r e c o g n i t i o n o f 

t h e d i g n i t y a n d w o r t h o f t h e h u m a n p e r s o n a n d t h e e q u a l r i g h t s o f m e n 

a n d w o m e n . T h e i n h e r e n t d i g n i t y o f t h e h u m a n p e r s o n i s r e i t e r a t e d i n 

A r t . II p a r . 11 of t h e P h i l i p p i n e C o n s t i t u t i o n which r e a d s : 

"The State values the dignity of every human 

person and guarantees full respect for human 

rights" 

T h e s a i d p r i n c i p l e s a l s o r e i t e r a t e d i n t h e U n i v e r s a l D e c l a r a t i o n o f 

H u m a n R i g h t s a n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o v e n a n t o n C i v i l a n d P o l i t i c a l R i g h t s o f 

w h i c h t h e P h i l i p p i n e s i s a p a r t y . 

R e c e n t e v e n t s h a v e s h o w n a p r o l i f e r a t i o n i n t h e m o v i e s a n d t h e 
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in the midst of GLOBALIZATION 



m e d i a , o f f e n s i v e m a t e r i a l s o b v i o u s l y c o n s i d e r e d a s p o r n o g r a p h y . N a k e d 

b o d i e s o f w o m e n a n d p a s s i n g s h o t s o f s e x u a l a c t s a r e r e p e a t e d l y s h o w n . 

W o m e n a r e t h u s t r e a t e d a s n o n - h u m a n b e i n g s o r a s o b j e c t s o f 

e x p l o i t a t i o n c o m p l e t e l y v i o l a t i v e o f t h e d i g n i t y o f w o m e n . 

T h e P h i l i p p i n e s i s a l s o s i g n a t o r y t o t h e Convent ion on the 

E l i m i n a t i o n of a l l F o r m s of D iscr imina t ion Against Women w h i c h 

r e a f f i r m s f a i t h i n f u n d a m e n t a l r i g h t s i n t h e d i g n i t y a n d w o r t h o f t h e 

h u m a n p e r s o n a n d e m p h a s i z i n g t h e r i g h t s o f w o m e n w h o a r e u s u a l l y 

d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t . T h e s a i d C o n v e n t i o n e m p h a s i z e s t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n 

o f w o m e n i n t h e p r o c r e a t i o n a n d u p b r i n g i n g o f c h i l d r e n a n d t h e 

p r e s e r v a t i o n o f f a m i l y a s a s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n . 

y T h e C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n R i g h t s i s f u l l y a w a r e o f t h e f r e e d o m o f 

o p i n i o n a n d e x p r e s s i o n g u a r a n t e e d b y t h e P h i l i p p i n e C o n s t i t u t i o n . W h i l e 

Article 19 (1) of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

g u a r a n t e e s t h a t everyone shall have the right to hold opinion without 

interference and the freedom of expression, said rights are subject to 

restrictions as may he provided by law as necessary for respect of the 

rights or reputation of others and the protection of morals. 

y T h e C H R v i e w s w i t h c o n c e r n t h e e x h i b i t i o n o f f i l m s a n d p u b l i c a t i o n 

i n t h e m e d i a d e p i c t i n g w o m e n a s m e r e s u b j e c t s o f e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d 

d e g r a d e s t h e i r h u m a n d i g n i t y a l l i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e a f o r e s a i d 

p r i n c i p l e s . T h e y s e r i o u s l y h a r m n o t o n l y w o m e n b u t a l s o t h e w h o l e ^ ^ r / 

s o c i e t y i t s e l f g i v i n g w r o n g s i g n a l s e s p e c i a l l y t o t h e y o u t h o f o u r c o u n t r y . 

T h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f w o m e n a l s o e n d a n g e r s t h e s a n c t i t y o f m a r r i a g e osvdlj ' , ^ v . 



f a m i l y l i f e a s g u a r a n t e e d i n t h e Philippine Constitution (Art. II, par. 12 and 

An. XV, section 1-4). , 

y ^ P u r s u a n t t o i t s a d v i s o r y a u t h o r i t y i n r e s p e c t t o h u m a n r i g h t s a n d 

i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l f u n c t i o n o f m o n i t o r i n g P h i l i p p i n e G o v e r n m e n t 

c o m p l i a n c e w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t r u m e n t s -jn h u m a n r i g h t s t h e C H R r e m i n d s 

a p p r o p r i a t e s t a t e a u t h o r i t y a s p a r e n s p a t r i a e a n d a l l s e c t o r s o f s o c i e t y 

e s p e c i a l l y t h e m o v i e i n d u s t r y a n d t h e m e d i a o n t h e o b s e r v a n c e o f t h e 

a f o r e s a i d p r i n c i p l e s . 
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