
 

 

Adopted by General Assembly resolution 40/33 of 29 November 1985 

 

1 Member States shall  

• seek, in conformity with their respective general interests, to further the well-being of the 

juvenile and her or his family.  

 

• endeavour to develop conditions that will ensure for the juvenile a meaningful life in the 

community, which, during that period in life when she or he is most susceptible to deviant 

behaviour, will foster a process of personal development and education that is as free from 

crime and delinquency as possible.   

• be given to positive measures that involve the full mobilization of all possible resources, 

including the family, volunteers and other community groups, as well as schools and other 

community institutions, for the purpose of promoting the well-being of the juvenile, with a view 

to reducing the need for intervention under the law, and of effectively, fairly and humanely 

dealing with the juvenile in conflict with the law.   

 2. Juvenile justice shall be conceived as an integral part of the national development process of each 

country, within a comprehensive framework of social justice for all juveniles, thus, at the same time, 

contributing to the protection of the young and the maintenance of a peaceful order in society.   

 3. These Rules shall be implemented in the context of economic, social and cultural conditions 

prevailing in each Member State.   

 4. Juvenile justice services shall be systematically developed and coordinated with a view to 

improving and sustaining the competence of personnel involved in the services, including their 

methods, approaches and attitudes.   

5. In those legal systems recognizing the concept of the age of criminal responsibility for juveniles, the 

beginning of that age shall not be fixed at too low an age level, bearing in mind the facts of emotional, 

mental and intellectual maturity.   

 6.  Aims of juvenile justice   

• The juvenile justice system shall emphasize the well-being of the juvenile and shall ensure that 

any reaction to juvenile offenders shall always be in proportion to the circumstances of both 

the offenders and the offence.   

• The second objective is "the principle of proportionality". This principle is well-known as an 

instrument for curbing punitive sanctions, mostly expressed in terms of just deserts in relation 

to the gravity of the offence 

 

 

 



7 . Rights of juveniles   

o Basic procedural safeguards such as the presumption of innocence, the right to be 

notified of the charges, the right to remain silent, the right to counsel, the right to the 

presence of a parent or guardian, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses and 

the right to appeal to a higher authority shall be guaranteed at all stages of proceedings.   

o The juvenile's right to privacy shall be respected at all stages in order to avoid harm 

being caused to her or him by undue publicity or by the process of labelling.   

• In principle, no information that may lead to the identification of a juvenile offender 

shall be published.   

• .Upon the apprehension of a juvenile, her or his parents or guardian shall be 

immediately notified of such apprehension, and, where such immediate notification is 

not possible, the parents or guardian shall be notified within the shortest possible time 

thereafter.   

• A judge or other competent official or body shall, without delay, consider the issue of 

release.   

• Contacts between the law enforcement agencies and a juvenile offender shall be 

managed in such a way as to respect the legal status of the juvenile, promote the well-

being of the juvenile and avoid harm to her or hi m, with due regard to the 

circumstances of the case.   

 8.  Diversion   

• Consideration shall be given, wherever appropriate, to dealing with juvenile offenders without 

resorting to formal trial by the competent authority, referred to in rule 14.1 below.   

• The police, the prosecution or other agencies dealing with juvenile cases shall be empowered to 

dispose of such cases, at their discretion, without recourse to formal hearings, in accordance 

with the criteria laid down for that purpose in the respective legal system and also in 

accordance with the principles contained in these Rules.   

• Any diversion involving referral to appropriate community or other services shall require the 

consent of the juvenile, or her or his parents or guardian, provided that such decision to refer a 

case shall be subject to review by a competent authority, upon application.   

• In order to facilitate the discretionary disposition of juvenile cases, efforts shall be made to 

provide for community programmes, such as temporary supervision and guidance, restitution, 

and compensation of victims.   

• recommends the provision of viable alternatives to juvenile justice processing in the form of 

community-based diversion. Programmes that involve settlement by victim restitution and 

those that seek to avoid future conflict with the law through temporary supervision and 

guidance are especially commended. The merits of individual cases would make diversion 

appropriate, even when more serious offences have been committed (for example first offence, 

the act having been committed under peer pressure, etc.).   

  

9. Specialization within the police   

  



• In order to best fulfil their functions, police officers who frequently or exclusively deal with 

juveniles or who are primarily engaged in the prevention of juvenile crime shall be specially 

instructed and trained. In large cities, special police units should be established for that purpose.   

 10. Detention pending trial   

• shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest possible period of time.   

• Whenever possible, shall be replaced by alternative measures, such as close supervision, 

intensive care or placement with a family or in an educational setting or home.   

• Juveniles shall be entitled to all rights and guarantees of the Standard Minimum Rules for the 

Treatment of Prisoners adopted by the United Nations.   

• Juveniles shall be kept separate from adults and shall be detained in a separate institution or in 

a separate part of an institution also holding adults.   

• While in custody, juveniles shall receive care, protection and all necessary individual assistance-

social, educational, vocational, psychological, medical and physical-that they may require in 

view of their age, sex and personality.   

 11. ADJUDICATION AND DISPOSITION  

• Competent authority to adjudicate   

• Throughout the proceedings the juvenile shall have the right to be represented by a legal 

adviser or to apply for free legal aid where there is provision for such aid in the country.   

• The parents or the guardian shall be entitled to participate in the proceedings and may be 

required by the competent authority to attend them in the interest of the juvenile. They may, 

however, be denied participation by the competent authority if there are reasons to assume 

that such exclusion is necessary in the interest of the juvenile.   

 12. Social inquiry reports   

• In all cases except those involving minor offences, before the competent authority renders a 

final disposition prior to sentencing, the background and circumstances in which the juvenile is 

living or the conditions under which the offence has been committed shall be properly 

investigated so as to facilitate judicious adjudication of the case by the competent authority.   

  

13. Guiding principles in adjudication and disposition   

• The disposition of the competent authority shall be guided by the following principles:   

 ( a ) The reaction taken shall always be in proportion not only to the circumstances and the 

gravity of the offence but also to the circumstances and the needs of the juvenile as well as to 

the needs of the society;   

 ( b ) Restrictions on the personal liberty of the juvenile shall be imposed only after careful 

consideration and shall be limited to the possible minimum;   

  



( c ) Deprivation of personal liberty shall not be imposed unless the juvenile is adjudicated of a 

serious act involving violence against another person or of persistence in committing other 

serious offences and unless there is no other appropriate response;   

 ( d ) The well-being of the juvenile shall be the guiding factor in the consideration of her or his 

case.   

• Capital punishment shall not be imposed for any crime committed by juveniles.   

• Juveniles shall not be subject to corporal punishment.   

• The competent authority shall have the power to discontinue the proceedings at any time.   

  

 

14. Various disposition measures   

  

• A large variety of disposition measures shall be made available to the competent authority, 

allowing for flexibility so as to avoid institutionalization to the greatest extent possible. Such 

measures, some of which may be combined, include:   

 ( a ) Care, guidance and supervision orders;   

  
( b ) Probation;   
  
( c ) Community service orders;   
  
( d ) Financial penalties, compensation and restitution;   
  
( e ) Intermediate treatment and other treatment orders;   
  
( f ) Orders to participate in group counselling and similar activities;   
  
( g ) Orders concerning foster care, living communities or other educational settings;   
  
( h ) Other relevant orders.   

  

• No juvenile shall be removed from parental supervision, whether partly or entirely, unless the 

circumstances of her or his case make this necessary.   

  

15. Least possible use of institutionalization   

  



• The placement of a juvenile in an institution shall always be a disposition of last resort and for 

the minimum necessary period.   

 16. Avoidance of unnecessary delay   

• Each case shall from the outset be handled expeditiously, without any unnecessary delay.   

  

17.  Records   

• Records of juvenile offenders shall be kept strictly confidential and closed to third parties. 

Access to such records shall be limited to persons directly concerned with the disposition of the 

case at hand or other duly authorized persons.   

• Records of juvenile offenders shall not be used in adult proceedings in subsequent cases 

involving the same offender.   

  

18. Need for professionalism and training   

• Professional education, in-service training, refresher courses and other appropriate modes of 

instruction shall be utilized to establish and maintain the necessary professional competence of 

all personnel dealing with juvenile cases.   

• Juvenile justice personnel shall reflect the diversity of juveniles who come into contact with the 

juvenile justice system. Efforts shall be made to ensure the fair representation of women and 

minorities in juvenile justice agencies.   

 19. NON-INSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT  

  

• Effective implementation of disposition   

 Appropriate provisions shall be made for the implementation of orders of the competent authority, as 

referred to in rule 14.1 above, by that authority itself or by some other authority as circumstances may 

require.   

 

• Such provisions shall include the power to modify the orders as the competent authority 

may deem necessary from time to time, provided that such modification shall be 

determined in accordance with the principles contained in these Rules.   

 

24 . Provision of needed assistance   

  



24.1 Efforts shall be made to provide juveniles, at all stages of the proceedings, with necessary 

assistance such as lodging, education or vocational training, employment or any other assistance, 

helpful and practical, in order to facilitate the rehabilitative process.   

  

  

  

25. Mobilization of volunteers and other community services   

  

25.1 Volunteers, voluntary organizations, local institutions and other community resources shall be 

called upon to contribute effectively to the rehabilitation of the juvenile in a community setting and, as 

far as possible, within the family unit.   

  

 

  

INSTITUTIONAL TREATMENT  

  

  

26. Objectives of institutional treatment   

  

26.1 The objective of training and treatment of juveniles placed in institutions is to provide care, 

protection, education and vocational skills, with a view to assisting them to assume socially constructive 

and productive roles in society.   

  

26.2 Juveniles in institutions shall receive care, protection and all necessary assistance-social, 

educational, vocational, psychological, medical and physical-that they may require because of their age, 

sex, and personality and in the interest of their wholesome development .   

  

26.3 Juveniles in institutions shall be kept separate from adults and shall be detained in a separate 

institution or in a separate part of an institution also holding adults.   
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26.4 Young female offenders placed in an institution deserve special attention as to their personal needs 

and problems. They shall by no means receive less care, protection, assistance, treatment and training 

than young male offenders. Their fair treatment shall be ensured.   

  

26.5 In the interest and well-being of the institutionalized juvenile, the parents or guardians shall have a 

right of access.   

  

26.6 Inter-ministerial and inter-departmental co-operation shall be fostered for the purpose of providing 

adequate academic or, as appropriate, vocational training to institutionalized juveniles, with a view to 

ensuring that they do no leave the institution at an educational disadvantage.   

  

The right of access (rule 26.5) follows from the provisions of rules 7.1, 10.1, 15.2 and 18.2. Inter-

ministerial and inter-departmental co-operation (rule 26.6) are of particular importance in the interest 

of generally enhancing the quality of institutional treatment and training.   

  

27. Application of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners adopted by the United 

Nations   

  

27.1 The Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and related recommendations shall be 

applicable as far as relevant to the treatment of juvenile offenders in institutions, including those in 

detention pending adjudication.   

  

27.2 Efforts shall be made to implement the relevant principles laid down in the Standard Minimum 

Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners to the largest possible extent so as to meet the varying needs of 

juveniles specific to their age, sex and personality.   

  

  

 

28. Frequent and early recourse to conditional release   

  

  

28.1 Conditional release from an institution shall be used by the appropriate authority to the greatest 

possible extent, and shall be granted at the earliest possible time.   



  

28.2 Juveniles released conditionally from an institution shall be assisted and supervised by an 

appropriate authority and shall receive full support by the community.   

  

29. Semi-institutional arrangements   

  

29.1 Efforts shall be made to provide semi-institutional arrangements, such as half-way houses, 

educational homes, day-time training centres and other such appropriate arrangements that may assist 

juveniles in their proper reintegration into society.   

  

 

Part six  

  

RESEARCH, PLANNING, POLICY FORMULATION AND EVALUATION  

  

30. Research as a basis for planning, policy formulation and evaluation   

  

30.1 Efforts shall be made to organize and promote necessary research as a basis for effective planning 

and policy formulation.   

  

30.2 Efforts shall be made to review and appraise periodically the trends, problems and causes of 

juvenile delinquency and crime as well as the varying particular needs of juveniles in custody.   

  

30.3 Efforts shall be made to establish a regular evaluative research mechanism built into the system of 

juvenile justice administration and to collect and analyse relevant data and information for appropriate 

assessment and future improvement and reform of the administration.   

  

30.4 The delivery of services in juvenile justice administration shall be systematically planned and 

implemented as an integral part of national development efforts.   

  


